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I.--WHAT HAS BEEN DONE TO EVANGELIZE THE SENECAS? 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM HALL, MISSIONARY AMONG THEM SINCE 1834. 


So many agencies have been employed, and so many Christian sects 
have been interested, for so long a time, in the evangelization of this 
little nation, as to render it a very difficult, if not an impossible task 
to answer this question. A volume of no mean pretensions, instead 
of a brief article, though written upon the principle of getting a 
“bushel into a pint,” would be indispensable. Hence, despairing of 
reaching anything like a satisfactory answer, I will content myself 
with an outline of such facts as are within my reach. 

The first attempt to evangelize the Senecas, of which I have any 
knowledge, was made by the Moravians, on the Allegheny river, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, near the New York state line. That effort 
was made in 1767; and God gave them so much increase that the 
devil raised a bitter persecution. The madness of the incorrigible 
heathen became so terrible, so deadly, against the Christian converts, 
that the indefatigable and truly pious missionary, the Rev. David 
Seisberger, felt compelled to pioneer God’s chosen few down the river — 
to a station not far from Pittsburgh. 

In 1791, Cornplanter, a celebrated chief, residing on the same tract 
from which the Moravians had been driven by violence of the heathen, 
less than twenty years before, petitioned the Society of Friends for 
instruction in agriculture and other useful knowledge. There can{be 
no doubt that this petition was one of the indirect results of Mr. Seis- — 
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berger’s labors and prayers for their Christian civilization. It was 
answered by the arrival upon his reservation of three young men of 
the Quaker persuasion, in 1798. Two years prior to this, the Quakers 
established a mission over the line, in the State of New York, which 
yet lives and prospers. J know not who their first laborers were. 
Joseph Elkinton entered upon his protracted service there in 1815. 
The. labors of the Quakers were not and are not directly evangelistic. 
They act upon the policy of saving all the good they find among the 
Indians, and supplying their lack so quietly as not to arouse opposi- 
tion. ‘They do not understand our blessed Lord as other Christians 
do, where he says, “Think not that I am come to send peace,” &e. 
Their views are thus expressed, viz.: “ We find the Indians worship- 
ing the Great Spirit. That spirit is also our God. We worship Him 


in and by the light of His truth revealed in the Bible; they, in and 


by the light of his works. We are, therefore, very modest in our 
communications on religious subjects.” Clearly these excellent friends 
to the Indians believe in civilizing them first; while other denomina- 
tions. direct their first efforts to evangelizing them. 

About 1810 or 1815, the “ Western Missionary Society,” as I learned 
from an old hunter, sent the Rev. Mr. Oldham to the Cornplanter 
family of Senecas, who both preached Christ and taught reading to 
the people as he had opportunity. But he did not stay long with 


them, as Cornplanter conceived the fear that the good man would 


charge for his labors, and take their land. ‘This suspicion, encouraged 
by evil men, has been an obstacle to success in all our effort8 for the 
Senecas. They have not been able to believe that we could act from 
any other than sinister motives. 

In 1811 the “ Northwest Missionary Society ” commenced operations 
among the Indians on the Buffalo Creek reservation. Possibly the 
Rev. Mr. Hyde was not under appointment from any missionary 
society. That he labored on the Buffalo Creek reservation, a part of 
the time between 1811 and 1820, and that he was a zealous worker, is 
all that I personally know. He was frequently at my father’s house ; 
and that the salvation of the Senecas lay nearer his heart than any 
other earthly object was manifested by its being the chosen theme of 
his conversation and of his prayers. This was the first effort that was 
followed up from year to year, until the present time, for the direct 
evangelization of the Senecas; for the labors of the Friends were in- 
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direct, and the earlier labors of others, for good reasons, were suspended 
_ The Baptist Missionary Convention of the State of New York sent 
a missionary to the Tonawanda reservation, in 1820, to ascertain 
whether the Indians would allow preaching among them or not. They 
would not. But the convention commenced operations—teaching and 
preaching—off the reservation, but near the line, about the year 1824. 
A boarding-school was soon started, and sustained until 1844. After 
a while they were allowed to settle on the reservation; a church was 
organized, and has been ministered to by Elders Miner, D. and J. B. 
Rollin, Warren, Cutler, and perhaps others. That church yet lives. 

In 1821 the New York Missionary Society transferred their stations 
to the United Foreign Missionary Society. This society commenced 
a station on the Cattaraugus reservation in 1822, and supplied the 
Buffalo Creek station with a missionary. In 1826 the U. F. M. 
Society transferred its mission to the A. B.C. F. M. From this time 
onward, the work of Christianizing and civilizing the Senecas was 
vigorously prosecuted by the A. B. C. F. M., until transferred to the 
Presbyterian board in 1870, and since then there has appeared no less 
zeal and generosity, and determination to leave nothing undone that 
promises success in the work of saving some of the Senecas ! 

There probably have, at no time in the history of this work, been 
any more indefatigable, wise and prayerful laborers than the first ones 
were ; yet for fifteen years very little progress appeared in the civiliza- 
tion—in bettering the outward condition of the Indians. It is believed 
that several souls were born again—that some went home to glory 
during that period, but as these choicest of all fruits were not visible 
to the world, it was constantly and confidently affirmed that the mission 
was proving a total failure. After a while, however, appearances on 
the reservations began to change, and travelers on the highways began 
to notice and speak of improvments in farming, in buildings, and in — 
dress. The A. B.C. F. M. furnished means, missionaries and teachers,- 
with commendable liberality, for the instruction of the people of all 
ages, in religion, literature and agriculture. Many untiring maidens 
spent the best of their days in neighborhoods of debased natives, quite 
remote from any agreeable traces of civilization, working night and 
day, seven days in a week; to instill into the minds of men, women and 
children ideas about God and his works of providence and grace— 


‘ 4 
P 
. 
> 
5 


=> 


(166 What has been done to Evangelize the Senecas? [May, 


especially grace. Hardy daughters of New England toiled and toiled 
on, amid difficulties, hardships and dangers, too; some of them until 


_ they were laid upon their beds in their last sickness, and there breathed 


out their lives in prayer for the “ poor Senecas.” 

While this work was going on in every neighborhood of all the 
reservations, ordained missionaries, and the superintendent and teach- 
ers of boarding-schools were busy at their appropriate work, embrac- 
ing every opportunity to say, or to do something somewhere—in the 
meeting-house, in the school-room, in the wigwam, or in the hut, to 
raise the Indian to civil manners and to Heaven. Among these work- 
ers, besides those that have already been mentioned, and some others 
whose names are not known, are found the Reverends Harris, Wright, 
Bliss, Gleason, Potter, Curtis, Pierce, Ford and Barker, and least of 


- all Hall, who were at their posts from five to forty years, or are there 


now, the successors of hoary-heads, laid in their graves. 

Among assistants we have Messrs. Bradley, Thayer, Vandusee, 
Carrier, Hall, Burgess, and for ladies we have the wives of the mis- 
sionaries, with those of their male assistants, and Misses Bishop, Hen- 
derson, Newell, Root, Thayer, Hall, Adams, Mudgett, Clarke and 
others. ‘Ten meeting-houses have been erected, only five of which are 
now in use—one having been burnt, one sold with a reservation, two. 
torn down, and one abandoned. 

During the palmiest days of missions to the Senecas, the Baptists 
confined themselves to the Tonawanda reservation, and the Presbyte- 
rians and Congregationalists, wnited in one body, to Allegheny, Catta- 
raugus, Corn Planter, and Buffalo Creek reservations ; and there was 
an understanding between the laborers of the’ two societies that they 
would not interfere with each other. But in after years denomina-— 
tions mingled and contended for the same ground. Since then the 


Methodists have also come in and claimed a share, so that Christians 


of different denominations dwell together in the same neighborhoods, 
and in the same families, as generally as they do among the whites, 
There are seven Christian churches now occupying these four reser- 
vations. The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions is expending 
nearly three thousand dollars upon these Indians every year. The 
Baptists and Methodists regard these reservations as home missionary 


fields, and expend but little upon them now. 
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[The above valuable statement, very kindly furnished at our request, 
“has been long kept in hand with a view to use it in a connected and 
condensed statement of all efforts to evangelize the American Indians 
from the. very first. Such statement is still in our purpose, for an 
early day, but this interesting sketch of the work among the Senecas, 
so suggestive as to ways and means of winning their confidence and 
elevating such a debased heathen people, may well be studied by itself, 
and to thoughtful minds no help will be needed to understand its use- 
ful lessons. No attempt has been made in this paper to present a 
summary even of the results of these many years of labor among the 
Senecas. The question was not understood to embrace the results, 
And yet-the work done can better be appreciated in the light of the 
results achieved. And happily Bro. Hall himself brought these sub- 
stantially to view in his address at the “ Indian Convention” among 
the Senecas some two years ago. At that date he reported the entire 
population of the Senecas on their four reservations—Allegheny, 
Buffalo, Cattaraugus and Tonawanda—as 2055, and reminded the In- 
dians that in 1826, when the first fruits of Christian efforts among 
them began to be visible, they were living in wigwams built of bark, 
or poles, with no floors and no chimneys, but holes at the tops for the 
escape of the smoke of the central fires; that they had no tables or 
furniture, not even cooking vessels, except those of bark, and that 
their only farming utensils were a rude hatchet, axe, and “the squaw 
hoe,” weighing six to ten pounds ; that even so recently as 1834, their 
single-room huts, which had superseded their wigwams, “ answered 
the purpose of parlor, sitting-room, dining-room, kitchen, bed-room, 
and nursery for the people, and kennel and pig-pen for the puppies 
and pigs.” 

These facts were mentioned: to point the contrast with their state of 
civilization in 1878, when the three rude implements mentioned had | 
given place to “the plow, the drag, the cultivator, the mower, the - 
reaper, the thresher, the sewing machine,” and “oxen, cows, horses, 
mules, sheep and hogs, wagons, buggies and sleighs, were common ” 
among them; and they had become able to read the Bible and news- | 
paper, and to use “the privileges of citizenship honorably to the state, 
and profitably ” to themselves, 

Speaking of their moral and spiritual change, Mr. Hall says to the 
Senecas : 
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“Fifty years ago the mass of your people were benighted pagans.” * * Now, 


far-as there is any religion among you, Christianity is that religion. Probably 


there is not a dozen persons among you who have any veneration for heathen wor- 
ship.” 

And goes on to estimate the number of those truly converted, and 
already in Heaven, at 200, adding : 

“ And about 300 more, yet in the flesh, through faith in our God, Jesus Christ, 


are waiting—waiting in the enjoyment of everlasting life—for their translation 
also.” 


Here we have a clear statement of the temporal and spiritual results 
of Christian labor among the Senecas—results joyful enough to glad- 
den angel hearts—and yet only 300 living Christians among these 
2055 Senecas, after all these years of Christian efforts. . And another 
shade is added to the picture when Bro. Hall says to the Senecas : 

“It is discouraging to remember that your gain in population, intelligence and 
Christianity, was more rapid between the years 1830 and 1854, than at any time 
since.” 

And goes on to remind them of the “drunkenness and licentious- 
ness,’ which were making “sad havoc of the morals of your young 
men and maidens—especially your maidens.” 

The conclusion of this address to the Senecas brings to view so 
forcibly (though indirectly and perhaps unintentionally) one great 
hindering, not to say ruinous, mistake in nearly all our mission fields 
and work among the heathen, that we quote it at length, viz. : 

“In conclusion permit me to say, heretofore you have been treated as helpless 
children by the state and by benevolent societies. Little has been left for you to do 
but to eat, to drink, and to sleep. Thus your independence, so natural to the Indian, 
has been educated out of you. Your great need now is, not patronage, but self-re- 


liance. * * No other good can reach you as a race till there is progress here. 


You must cast off your baby clothes, and put on pants. You must be no longer 
children, but become men,” &c. 


Every thoughtful mind may have here a side view of the most 


. potent reasons why missionary efforts in some fields have developed 


results so meagre and unsatisfactory as they are, while in other fields 
the energy, rapid increase, independence and noble generosity and self- 
sacrifice of the native converts and churches put to shame all Christen- 
dom. It is time all missionaries in every mission field, educate and 


train their converts to do something more than merely “to eat, to 


drink, and to sleep.” 
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We have just seen a circular by Rev. W. P. Barker, some time 
missionary to the Senecas on the Cattaraugus reservation, recognizing 
the time as fully come for these Indian churches to be thrown upon 
self-support, and resigning his situation among them. 


II.--RESPONSIBILITY OF BOARDS OF TRUST. 


Is it not time that the proper responsibility of trustees, committees 
and boards of trust become better understood, both by the parties as- 
suming the responsibility and by the Christian public interested in the 
proper administration of the trusts? And is it not time that this 
responsibility be more strictly enforced, both by a higher tone of 
Christian integrity and principle in the churches, and a stricter, purer 
sense of honor and justice in public sentiment ; and if these fail, then 
by the prompt action of the civil courts? 

Boards, committees and trustees are the ready appliances and appa- 
ratus for all benevolent and missionary schemes, and a very large part 

of the benevolent and missionary funds given are given from a feeling 
of confidence in the good men whose names appear on such boards and 
committees. It is taken for granted that these good men have thor- 
oughly examined into the merits of the cause thus to be helped, and 
» that they hold themselves responsible, not only for the needs and 
_ worthiness of the cause itself, but also for the right use of all funds 
contributed to it; whereas, their names once given—and mainly, per- 

haps, to be rid of the importunity of those asking them—they give no 

more time or thought to the enterprise thus endorsed, or to the use of 

the money contributed to it through their influence. Even the men 

duly elected as trustees, committees and members of church boards, 

by the authorized courts of their respective churches, are often strangely — 

and criminally remiss in the sense of responsibility they bring into 
exercise in meeting the obligations they consent to assume. It is not 
unkind to say that in most cases of such boards, committees and 
trustees, the honor conferred by their election has become far more 
prominent and dominant, in the minds of those elected, than is the 
sense of the solemn responsibility to God and the church involved in 
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the work thus entrusted to them. How otherwise can we account for 
the fact that these good men, pastors and elders in our city churches, 


allow themselves to be placed as trustees or members on the commit- 


tees of two, three, four and even five of these boards and institutions, 


when the time, thought and study involved in meeting rightly the 


responsibility involved in any one of them are more than they feel able 
to spare from their regular professional duties. When, as member of 


the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions, we once proposed that 


a good brother, holding appointments on four such boards or institu- 
tions, but able to attend the foreign board at only two of its twenty- 
three meetings in the year, should be excused from serving on such 


board, the Secretary of the said board resisted our proposal with the 


plea, urged importunately and persistently, that the appointment was 


due to the brother in virtue of his position as pastor of such an im- 
portant and prominent church, and that his church would feel ag- 


grieved and give less to the board should the place and honor not be 
continued to the pastor—all showing that the prominent thought was 


_of the honor conferred, not of the efficient service to accrue to the board. 


Soon after the church and the Christian public had been startled by 
the reported loss of $80,000, through the Treasurer of the Massa- 
chusetts H. M. Society, one of its committee, a prominent pastor in 
Boston, felt impelled to say something, either to ward off reproaches 
or help quiet his own troubled conscience, and in doing so admitted 
that he himself had brought forward and nominated Demond for 
Treasurer, but when Demond had been elected and placed in charge 
of the funds, he gave no further care or thought to the matter; was 
engrossed with his own preaching and pastoral duties; never looked 
at the Treasurer’s accounts, or in any way met his responsibility as 
member of the H. M. Committee—a confession commendable for its 
frankness, but furnishing conclusive proof of his criminal neglect of 
the plain duty he had assumed, and for which he was morally and 
legally responsible to God, to the H. M. Society and to the church it 


_ serves. Is there not need of a moral revival in the views and practice 


of such members of boards and committees ? 


“The Christian at Work, evidently with Archbishop Purcell in its mind, asks the 
pertinent question: ‘Why should priests or ministers be allowed to receive funds in 
trust, with liberty to use them at will, without furnishing adequate security ?’”—Ez. 


Why not apply this question to our own household, as well as to 
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our neighbors? And when the “adequate security” has been fur- 


nished, why not require it to make good the loss, unless the principals 
make it good ? 


“The habit of taking it for granted that men of good repute are therefore honest 
and need not be held to a rigid account, is adapted to tempt men of weak principles 
into frauds, which cgn be so easily committed.”’—N. Y. Evangelist. 

“Some way ought to be devised for putting every charitable [and missionary | insti- 
tution under such careful scrutiny and oversight that such an outrage on decency as 
this would be impossible. The worst part of this and similar cases is that all be- 
nevolent institutions have to suffer in consequence of the wrong done. The benevo- 
lent people who have been imposed upon by hypocrites and swindlers in disguise 
grow skeptical of all philanthropies, and refuse to give even to the deserving.—/d. 


The New York Evangelist is right in both these extracts; and the 
latter should not be restricted in its application to such charities as that 
administered and abused by the Rev. Mr. Cowley. The world’s 
famine of the bread of life is more terrible, widespread and destructive 
than any withholding of food for the body. If Mr. Cowley’s selfish 
withholding of the children’s bread was a crime, Mr. Demond’s was 
one of far greater magnitude. Shall we punish the less and exonerate 
the greater? Mr. Demond has been placed on trial, but the Jnde- 


pendent says : 


“It is impossible to take a bit of satisfaction in reading the reports of the trial of 
Mr. Demond, the Treasurer through whom the Massachusetts Home Missionary 
Society lost so many thousand dollars. The auditor did not examine the securities, 
and the trustees did not know what were the investments; and now the most guilty 
man cannot be convicted.” | 


And the Vermont Chronicle says : 


“The trial of Charles Demond, the alleged defaulting Treasurer of the Massa- 
chusetts Home Missionary Society, after having occupied the court for many days, 
resulted in a disagreement of the jury—five for acquittal and seven for conviction. 
Mr. Demond still remains in jail, not having procured bail. The future action of | 
the court with regard to a new trial has not yet been made known.” 

If the negligence or complicity of the auditor and trustees or com-_ 
mittee intervene to prevent the conviction of Demond, then does not 
the responsibility revert unavoidably to said auditor and committee? 
Are they not both morally and legally responsible for this cruel loss 

to the churches and the cause of Christ? If honorable, Christian 
men, will they not recognize the responsibility they assumed in consent- 
Ing to act as a board of trust for the churches, and make good the loss 
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for which they are responsible 2? And if not honorable, should not the | 
law interpose and require them to make it good ? 


_ Mingling Trust Funds with One’s Personal Funds.—A very fruit- 
ful source of mischief and loss is the common usage of Treasurers of 
benevolent. and missionary funds to mix them indiscriminately with 
their own business assets. If the Treasurer of the Presbyterian 
Foreign Board had kept the board’s fund entirely separate, and not 
allowed his English agent to mix his advances with said agent’s busi- 
ness assets, this terrible loss of $50,000 of the board’s missionary 
money would have been prevented. 

We are glad to see Mr. Astor’s bill in the New York Legislature bits 
been approved, and resulted in action forbidding such commingling of 
private and trust funds. Is it possible the bill was suggested by this 
very loss of the Presbyterian Foreign Board? All benevolent and 
missionary bodies and churches may well rejoice in this legislation ; 


though in our view of this case, the responsibility of the Treasurer 
and foreign board was complete without it. 


THE WORLD’S FAMINE. 


O world! thy wants how little understood, 
E’en as the dwellers by the wild seashore 
Cease to regard its ever-restless flood, 
And e’en Niagara’s deep, continuous roar 
By the accustomed ear is heard no more. 
So heed we not the oft re-echoed cry 
Wrung from earth’s misery since days of yore; 
Still in iniquity do millions lie, 
Their souls are famishing, and shall they die? 
They know not Christ. O dearth more dread 
Than that in India, China, meets the eye! 
To feed these starving, gladly we send bread ;— 
To a world dying, while ye do the one, 
Giving the Gospel leave ye not undone. 

E. H. H. 


And let not the very springs of Christian work be dried up by the 
mismanagement and waste of the supplies they furnish. 


“The claims of humanity are often ignored by unfit officials, * * * Our 
numerous religious establishments * * * should be open to vigilant inspection. 
* %* * (Close corporations for dispensing charitable funds are too apt to engender 


abuses, and are repugnant to the spirit and temper of the age.””—llustrated Christian 
Weekly. 
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The Rev. Mr. Cowley, referred to above by the New York Evan- 
gelist, has since been decided guilty by the jury, and we have no word 
to excuse or palliate his wrong-doing. But has his committee or trus-. 
tees no responsibility in this and every such case? The Observer 
fittingly asks : 


“Ts it not well to look after the directors who employ him, endorse him, com- 
mend his work to the public, and get money for hin? In all this horrid business 
no word has been spoken of those pious clergymen and devout women whose names 
have been the shelter and support of this den of cruelty—this disgrace to our civili- 
zation and humanity. Those directors, standing high in the esteem of the church 
of which they are pillars, and of the community, were cognizant of this systematic 
wickedness now revealed in the light of heaven, or they neglected their duty as 
overseers of a public charity, and are therefore censurable. Yet it would not be 
worth speaking of now, were it not a fact that in many other cases such offices of 
trust and responsibility are accepted by persons who give their names for moral 
effect, without a thought of performing the duties which ought to be incumbent on 
a trustee, manager or director. They commit a fraud when they allow their names 
to be used as endorsers of what they know nothing about. We have been looking 
for a statement from these gentlemen and ladies, to which the public are entitled, 
and it would be a gratification to learn that their names have been used without 
their consent. For one would rather believe Cowley more guilty, than that respect- 
able men have been willing to let him use their names as aids to his deeds of cruelty 
and shame.” 


This is strong language, but what honest person will say it is too 
strong, or that it does not apply with equal force to the Christian men 
_who are truly responsible for the losses of mission funds, whether in 
Boston or New York ? 

On this same point, the Illustrated Christian Weekly adds : 


“The prompt conviction of the manager of the Shepherd’s Fold, upon plain 
evidence of neglect of the helpless children entrusted to his care, emphasizes the 
urgent need of carrying our suggestions into effect, and placing all such institutions, 
of whatever name or creed, under responsible supervision.” 


Nor is the Weekly content with a mere nominally “responsible | 
supervision,” but would have the supervisors and directors held to 
their responsibility. For it adds : 


“ Another humiliating illustration is also added to the many that have outraged 
public confidence within the past few years, of the dereliction of directors to the 
trusts confided to them. It must be recognized as a solemn fact, that the position of 
‘ a director of a financial or charitable trust is not honorary or nominal. The public 
have a right to hold to strict account those who allow their names to be used as 
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guarantees that funds committed to their care will be wisely administered or sacredly 


_ kept. Had there been a more strict, feeling of individual responsibility, there would _ _ 


have been fewer knavish defalcations of money and wrecks of character.” 


This is well, ably and justly put, and only needs strict application 
to the committee of the Massachusetts H. M. Society in the case of 
Demond, and to the Presbyterian Foreign Board and its Treasurer in 
their loss of $50,000 by David Stuart, to show that they are morally 
and legally responsible, in their collective and individual capacities— 
the former for their entire loss by Demond, and the latter for their loss 
by Stuart. 


III.--MORE SPIRITUAL LIFE A NECESSITY TO THE SUCCESS 
OF MISSIONS. 


_WE find the two following extracts in immediate connection in the 
St. Louis Evangelist of February, 1880: 


“THe Misstonary Review, published by Rev. R. G. Wilder, at Prince- 
ton, N. J., has entered upon its third year with a list that has grown to 
600 paying subscribers, at $1.50 a year. It is a well-filled magazine of 
sixty to seventy-five pages. The last number has ninety pages. It is 
not simply a Presbyterian Review, but gives glimpses of the work of all 
denominations. We have turned back to look over Vol. I., to refresh 


our memory as to its object and contents. At first much space was de- — 


voted to a criticism of the foreign board. Especially was it severe on 
the salaries of the officials. This criticism is kept up to some extent in 
Vol. II. Mr. Wilder pushes his work with great perseverance, and in 
the successive issues we find very much to commend, as well as some 
things to criticise. There is evidence of bitterness and some things 
which show that there is more personality than is commendable. But 
aside from faults which attach more or less to all human productions, 


the magazine is a fine resumé of the work of evangelical churches 
throughout the world.” 


“Tt is a shame to the intelligence and a sad commentary on the piety 
of our church, that the agencies for gathering funds to extend her con- 
quests at home and abroad are compelled to come to the front at this 
season of the year, with special pleas in order that we may be stirred 
up to our duty. Their pathetic appeals and eloquent words stir up 
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some action, but it is too much like galvanizing a dead body. When 
the machine is removed, the body is dead still ; we are in possession of 


the facts, and if we have spiritual life, they ought.to move us.” 


The editor will please accept our sincere thanks for his criticisms of 
this REVIEW, no less than for his kind words. We have not intended 
any should be able to discover “personality” in our pages, much less. 
“bitterness.” The fact that this editor thinks he finds them, shall be 
a kindly caution to us, even though all others think him mistaken, 
Our wish and aim are, so to deal with the vital elements and issues of 
this most sacred work of the church, both as to its conduct in Christ- 
endom, and its agents, agencies and methods among the heathen, as to 
deepen and widen the currents of spiritual life, without which this 
work can never be accomplished. There must be a fountain and a 
flow of spiritual life in Christian hearts, a fountain so abundant as ta 
flow forth with more spontaneity, or Christ? s command, “ Go teach all 
nations,” will never be obeyed. 

The second extract above, forcibly brings to view the mistaken 
policy at present largely adopted in our home churches, increasing, we 
fear, the very evil it seeks to remedy. It is not in reason that Chris- 
tian men and women will rise to a higher scale of self-denial in giv- 
ing, under the exhortations or reproaches even of agents and Secre- 
taries employed by boards and societies to “ galvanize” them “by 
pathetic appeals and eloquent words ”—employed, often, on salaries 
much greater than the salaries and incomes of the men and women 
they seek to “galvanize.” We must dispense with these salaried 
agents, and let the pastors do their own work, and, with God’s help, 
foster and develop a spiritual life in all Christian hearts, which shall 
be spontaneous and ever growing in purity and force. 

If the elements of such spiritual life exist anywhere in this world, 
they exist in the church, not in any agency or body outside of it. And 
the special work of pastors is to foster and develop these elements, . 
till they become adequate to the work Christ requires His church to. 
do. Every measure which lessens this responsibility of pastors and 
churches, and permits them to feel that the work of missions is rele- 
gated to another body, is pernicious and ruinous. Pastors and their 
church members are the primaries, the responsible parties in this 
work, and: Secretaries and agents cannot assume chief responsibility, 
without damage to the churches, and to the vital interests involved. 
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Failure on the part of a pastor or his church, to help in this work, 


. may be proper cause for discipline, but in such case the discipline 


must be administered hy the regular church courts, not by Secretaries 
and agents. 

Shall we not, then, cease these efforts at “ galvanizing a dead body,” 
and seek rather to revive the feeble spark of spiritual life in Christian 
hearts, and restore them to their normal and spontaneous action under 
the truth and spirit of God ; removing all chilling and deadening ob- 
structions which now hinder such free and spontaneous action ? 

The Bombay Guardian says: 


“Tt is only a small minority that may be regarded as influenced and 
swayed by the instructions of Christ. Not one in ten are members of 
evangelical churches, and too many of these are more careful to please 
the world than to please Christ. It was so in ancient Israel. Though 
all were nominally the people of God, there was but a small minority 
that were characterized by true loyalty to God; the great majority 
listened with pleasure to the false prophets. In the days of Elijah, out 
of a nation of 2,000,000, only 7000 refused to bow the knee to Baal. 
* %* ¥* ‘There is altogether too much complacency in the church, 
and too great unwillingness to look at these things that are calculated 
to humble. We fear that without greater chastisements than the church 
has yet undergone, there is little likelihood of her getting into the posi- 
tion in which alone the Lord can bear testimony to her. * * * We 
are not sure that they have a right to regard themselves as true Christians 
who seek salvation for themselves alone, and who do not lay themselves 
out for the salvation of others. We believe God has connected these 
two things so that they only shall have the witness of the Spirit who are 
led by the Spirit to seek the salvation of others. Salvation means sal- 
vation from self to love. He that loveth not knoweth not God. 

“In the matter of the world’s evangelization our hope depends first 
upon the elevation of the standard of Christian living; next, the same 
among converts. We may then expect to see many men of great spiritual 
power rising among the newly evangelized, and utterance given them to 
the conversion of great numbers of their fellow-countrymen.” 


Can Christians propagate a purer Christianity, or communicate a 
higher spiritual life than they themselves have in exercise? 

On the necessity of a high tone of spiritual life in missionaries, not 
only for its influence on heathen minds in winning them to the truth, 
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but even for its influence on their own health and energies, Dr. James 
McDougall, Jr., in the Theological Monthly, well remarks : 

“We believe in the doctrine of special providence. But when may — 
we suppose Christ more ready to order his providence than in protect- 
ing the lives of those who, in his name, have gone to the regions beyond. 
If they be ‘full of the spirit,’ is not this, of itself, a very considerable 
protection against climatic and miasmatic dangers? The dejected and 


nerveless man may be said to invite disease. Often, in case of the body, 
as well as of the soul, it is true that ‘we are saved by hope.” 


And then very appropriately brings to view the inevitable connec- 


tion between the spiritual life of Christians at home and of the workers 


abroad : 


“If it is difficult for the average Christian, in the midst of multiplied 
means of grace, and supported by Christian society, to maintain the 
spiritual life, conceive the case of this one, who is isolated, made to 
stand alone, amid circumstances of the utmost spiritual exposure ; 
especially if the church at home is living at ease, careless and slothful— 
if the missionary has to feel that he is called to make sacrifices and en- 
dure hardships beyond the rest of his brethren. This is well-nigh more 


than human nature can bear. If, looking back to his native land, he 


sees prosperous churches, and comfortable pastorates with spacious 
manses and large salaries, what wonder if he envies his brethren, and 
wonders why he should bear burdens which they escape, or why more 
should be expected from him than from them? And what wonder if, 
here and there, one and another, for this and for that reason, (generally 
plausible enough,) returns and makes himself as comfortable as the rest 
in a settled pastorate? Who that reads these lines does not know of 
more than one such instance? If there be blame in this, it is surely not 


altogether upon the missionary, but also upon the church, which, by its 


own lack of zeal and self-denial, makes such a contrast possible between 
the missionary’s life and her own. If the church were ‘full of the spiri,’ 
she would send her life and strength pulsating to each most distant mission- — 
ary station, re-inforcing, confirming and inspiring every tower.” 


We italicise this last sentence, for it embodies a principle absolutely 
vital to the success of foreign missions. It is impossible for Christians 
and churches, at ease in Zion, to sustain foreign missions permanently 
vigorous and successful. The spirit and love of ease and large salaries — 
at home will inevitably communicate themselves to the workers abroad. 
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While writing this last line, there has come under our eye the de- 
liverance of Rev. A. T. Pierson, D. D., at the recent “ Christian Con- 
ference” in Detroit, on. the “ Demand for a-Higher Type of Piety.” 


It enforces so ably the very principle we seek to establish that we ask 


for it most prayerful study; and those who have not seen it will 
welcome the following extracts : 


“ Our church life is almost undermined e worldliness. To exaggerate 
the extent of the evil and the danger, is scarcely possible. Between the 
church, as a body, and the world, no line of definition and of separation 
exists, except in the fact of church membership. Our Lord bids us 
keep ourselves ‘unspotted from the world,’ and hate even ‘the gar- 
ment spotted by the flesh,’ plainly hinting that where there is close 
contact, not to say conformity, there is contagion and infection: the 
worldly spirit is caught by the church, infests her whole life, and is 
fatal both to spiritual life and power. We must not be conformed ; but 
this is not enough. We must be transformed, transfigured into His 
likeness. A negative non-conformity ; a positive transformation—these 
are the conditions of holy living. 

“In how many are they found? Of how few do we discover disciple- 
ship save by church-rolls? ‘Within the church how many, like Dio- 
trephes, love to have the pre-eminence ; like Simon the gércerer, esti- 
mate spiritual gifts on a money basis; like Demas, forsake Christ for 
the love of this present world; or like Ananias, defraud the Lord of 
His dues? Our Lord, even at a marriage festivity, did not lose His 
character as the Holy One, but there ‘manifested forth His glory,’ and 
won disciples to believe on Him. - Our church members drop their 
character, as Christians and witnesses for Christ, at the door of the 
gayeties of the world, as easily as an oriental guest shuffles off his sandals, 
and mix and mingle indiscriminately with the devotees of fashion and 
frivolity. 

“The whole Bible puts the most weighty emphasis upon an unworldly 
life, Yet in the church we find but few decided lovers of God, while 
there are thousands of decided lovers of the world, and thousands more 
who vainly seek to serve both God and mammon—to compromise be- 
tween two principles and courses of life as utterly at war as light and 
darkness. The bulk of professing Christians are not thoroughly conse- 
crated ; they belong to the ‘ worldly holy,’ or the ‘ wholly worldly.’ Out 
of the 60,000,000 of so-called Protestants, what vast numbers are merely 
ritualists or formalists, coming into the church as they would go into 
the army, at agivenage! Out of all nominal Christians on earth to-day, 
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there may be 10,000,000 who give clear evidence of actual regeneration. 
Millions are vainly depending on dead works, or a dead faith—. e., a 
faith that is but a lifeless creed—instead of the righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus, wrought in them by the Holy Spirit. 

“A worldly church hinders the conversion of sinners. More and more 
the eyes of men become blinded, and sealed in blindness, to the value 
of divine things; more and more eternal things are practically dis- 
regarded ; the awful warnings of God’s Word and Providence are un- 
heeded, as was the earthquake when Hannibal and the Romans fought 
at Thrasymene. We thunder the terrible truths of God in the ears of 
the deaf and the dead, and the church itself so grieves and quenches 
the spirit by fellowship with evil, that there is no power in the Lord’s 
people to give hearing to the deaf, and life to the dead ! 

“God meant to impress men by the contrast of the unworldliness of 
His people ; but on the whole, the witness of a separate and sanctified 
life is gone, and the witness of the tongue of fire is gone with it. The 
worldliness of the church is a fact to which we cannot with impunity 
shut our eyes. Let us pray that our vision may be cleared of every 
veil or film, that we may not see obscurely—men as trees walking 
—but with a healthy eye, the actual state of things. Dr. Rice, of Vir- 
ginia, whose name will long be fragrant in the churches, has said that 
‘the work of foreign missions will not advance to any great degree till 
there is a higher type of piety at home ; that it would not cqnsist with 
the plan of God to diffuse over the world such a low type of piety as 
prevails among us.’ In fact, such a sort of piety has but little disposition 
to diffuse itself; it requires all its vitality and enegy to maintain its 
present position—there is none to spare. An eminent writer says that 
‘four-fifths of the nominal membership of our churches add nothing to 
their real power ; they are either a dead weight or a positive hindrance 
to the advance of the Gospel; they help to fill up the gulf between . 
the church and the world, and break down the distinction between the 
truly regenerate and the enemies of God and the truth.’ 

“Tf it be true that the current religious life is of so low a grade, can 
we expect God to permit its wide and swift diffusion? "We see Him 
select the few—the advance guard of disciples, to bear the banner of — 
the cross into the enemy’s country. He permits difficulties and dangers 
to face them, so that all but devoted, heroic souls may turn back. And 
so He is to-day actually diffusing in missionary fields a type of piety 
far in advance of that found at home, and in proportion to the number 
of laborers and the means employed, the results are three-fold as great 
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as at home! Within eighteen months, in Southern India alone, 100,000 
have left paganism to identify themselves with Christian communities. 
If piety is not. on the decline, why must we go beyond the bounds of 
Christendom—into the heart of pagandom, where a few, who are imbued 
with a special spirit of consecration, are at work—to find such results ? © 
Here, if anywhere, in the great centres of Christian civilization, we 
might look for such grand results, yet for eighteen centuries no such 
harvests have waved on Zion’s hills in the very garden of the Lord?’ 

“What does all this mean? It means, that in the race for worldly 

treasure and pleasure, in the worship of mammon, in the loss of a vivid 
sense of the reality and verity of spiritual things, in the lack of power 
to prevail in prayer, in the loss of that concurrent witness of a holy life, 
weightier by far than any witness of the lips, we have also lost power 
to convert souls. Zion must be as fair as the moon, clear as the sun, if 
she would be terrible as an army with banners, and go forth conquering 
and to conquer! ‘The most vital secret of service to souls is a sense of 
the powers of the world to-come, and that is utterly impossible in just 
such proportion as we are conformed to the world that now is. 
— © A most startling fact in our church life is the absence of personal 
service in saving souls. A little careful thought will convince us that 
multitudes of professed disciples are absolutely neglecting the unsaved 
about them ; that the question of personal reponsibility is scarcely con- 
sidered. 

“Facts and figures may be arrayed in a deceptive form, but I ask you 
to consider their testimony touching this matter. According to the 
latest and most accurate computation, the world’s population is 1,423,- 
917,000, and of these there are in papal, pagan and Mohammedan lands 
some 1,144,000,000, say in round numbers 1,000,000,000. We have 
already supposed that there are to-day 10,000,000 true followers of the 
Lord, really regenerate. Now let each one win one soul to Christ dur- 
ing this year 1880. In 1881 we have 20,000,000. Let these each win 
one soul during that year, and in 1882 we have 40,000,000. At the 
same rate of increase we have in 1883 some 80,000,000; in 1884, 
160,000,000 ; in 1885, 320,000,000; in 1886, 640,000,000; in 1887, 
1,280,000,000. 

“Now mark, our supposition allows to each child of God an entire 
year for the winning of each new convert, and none are supposed to be 
the means of converting more than seven souls ; yet so rapid would be 
the conquest of the world for Christ on this basis, that within seven 
years we should have overtaken the entire unevangelized population of 
the globe, allowing for the increase of those seven years! Take a more 
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astounding calculation. Suppose that to-day but one godly man were 
on earth; let him during this year convert one other, and these two, 
~during the next year, convert two more, and-these-four likewise double 
their number the third ‘year. At this simple rate of geometrical pro- 
_ gression, in ten years we have 1204 disciples; in ten years more, 
1,048,576 ; in ten more, only thirty years in all, 1,073,741,824, or more 
than the whole number of souls that to-day are unreached by the 
Gospel! Yet, mark again, we started with a single disciple and ask 
but one new convert in each year as the trophy of each disciple’s prayer 
and labors; yet in one generation the whole unevangelized mass is 
permeated by the Gospel! 

“Surely there is nothing impossible or impracticable in this proposi- 
tion that every true disciple shall win at least one new soul every year. 
Yet before the century closes, we have time enough, upon such a basis, 
to convert twice the population of the globe. And yet after 1800 years, 
Dr. Albert Barnes, after careful calculation, stated that the proportion 
of professed disciples to the whole mass of mankind, is probably no 
larger than when Constantine took the throne. 

“With every thirty years a generation has fled. What we are to ae to 
save this whole generation we must do while this generation survives! 
And yet the church moves as slowly as though she could afford to take 
her own time to reach these perishing millions with her Word of wit- 
ness. Dr. Joseph Angus reminds us that with 50,000 missionaries at 
work, and $75,000,000 a year to support them, the Gospel might be 
preached again and again to every human being within ten years. 
Fifty thousand preachers seem a great company, yet if out ‘of 60,000,000 
Protestants we count only 10,000,000 truly evangelical and converted, 
one per cent. of that 10,000,000 gives us 100,000. Any one of three or 
four denominations in our own land could give all the laborers required. 
If one of ten Presbyterians would offer to go to the field, no other body 
need contribute one laborer to make the 50,000. Ten times as many as 
the proposition requires, fell on each side in the late war. Surely all 
Christendom ‘could furnish the necessary workers, and even so vast a 
host would scarcely diminish the apparent numbers of Protestants. 
_$750,000,000 in ten years seems a great sum, yet if each member of the 
evangelical churches in Europe and America, should give $15 for the 
ten years work, the whole amount would be secured. The Crimean 
war cost nearly as much, and the American war ten times as much; and 
there are 10,000 professing disciples who could together give the whole 
sum and not feel. it. 


“What are we doing? The whole amount given to the missionary 
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work of the world for the last ten years has not exceeded $10,000,000 
yearly—$1 per year for the evangelization of each 100 souls! All 
Christendom together appropriates one cent a year to compass the 
conversion of each soul of the race! No wonder that dear old Dr. Duff, 
the modern Paul, said as with his dying breath, ‘The church is play- 
ing at missions.’ There are open doors to-day in Japan, China, India, 
Africa, Syria, Italy, France, Spain, demanding for each of these great 
fields at least a thousand laborers. We have for fifty years prayed that 
God’s Providence would open the way into pagan and papal lands, and 
now, when the very walls of Jericho tumble before our eyes, we have: 
but a few to go up into the breaches made for us in answer to prayer. 
What of the sincerity of these prayers? Is there in the very body of 
Christ so little life, that there is a paralysis of action and motion—so | 
little vitality and spirituality that our earnestness is gone? Have we 
no zeal for God, no self-denial, no enterprise? Ah, the leaven of the 
Pharisees—formalism and ritualism ; the leaven of the Sadducees— 
rationalism and skepticism ; the leaven of Herod—worldliness and wick- 
edness, is permeating the whole lump. The practical irreligion and the 
infidelity, inside the nominal church, hinder the Gospel more than all 
the counterparts of them outside the church. One million of thorouglhy 
consecrated disciples would change the whole life of the church and of 
the world. One devoted Scotchman, telling the old, old story, in 
broken French, to the fierce and fiery commune of Belleville, lit an 
altar flame in that Parisian suburb which has caught from one new 
altar to another, until the awful shame of St. Bartholomew’s eve seems 
likely to be wiped away in the glory of a regenerate France. Think 
of it! Thirty preaching stations already in Paris and Lyons! Pente- 
cost revived in the very seat of the papal beast! Who can say that the 
glorious coming of the Lord 'to which the flaming fingers of prophecy 
point us, may not be delayed by the apathy of the church? Perhaps 
He is waiting for just such a spirit of consecrated Christian enterprise! ”’ 


_ The spirit of worldliness in the church, and the ominous depletion 
of Christian self-denial, here so graphically brought to view, are al- 
ready invading our foreign mission fields to an extent not apprehended - 
by our home pastors—not even by Bro. Pierson himself. They are 
manifest, not only in many of the missionaries, some of whom resign 
the seryice and come: back to the more desirable positions of pastors 
and professors in Christendom ; but also in our native preachers and — 
helpers, and in the lowering tone of piety and self-sacrifice in whole 


churches and communities of native Christians. 
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The difference between foreign missionaries of sixty years ago and 
_those of to-day js as marked as between the home pastors of sixty 
years ago and those of to-day; as marked as between the spirit and 
consecration of dear old Dr. Worcester and others, while serving this 
sacred cause from pure love to Christ and the soul of the heathen, 
without a farthing of salary, and the spirit and consecration of mis- 
sionary Secretaries to-day, on salaries of $4000 and $5000. Without 
more spiritual life at home and abroad, more of the spirit of Him 
“who, though He was rich, yet for our. sakes became poor,” both in 
pastors and people, in Secretaries and foreign missionaries, this world 
can never be evangelized. 

_ Bro. J. C. Hill, of Michigan, has deviasd a very able “ financial 
basis of evan willintion. ” Is it really better than the basis adopted by. 
Christ and Paul, and the others who “turned the world upside 
down?” ‘The.true basis and spirit necessary to Christian workers for 
subduing this world to Christ is that of the young Roman, as related 
recently by Mr. — to illustrate his — while preaching at 
St. Louis, viz. 


“There is a story in Roman history of a young Roman who was in 
the army, and was to be promoted; but the officer nght under him 
came to the king, and he says: ‘Look here, this man that you are 
going to promote is a Christian, and by the law of Rome he has no right 
to hold an office.’ And so the young man was called into the presence 
of the monarch, and an inquiry was made if it was true that he was a 
Christian. He told the king that he was. ‘ Well,’ says the king, ‘I 
will give you three hours to give up Christ and Christianity. You can 
have the place in that time if you will do that; but if not, your head 
must come off. A Christian bishop in the city heard of him, and he 
went to that young officer. He was a young man of great wealth and 
position and beauty. He took him into the church of God, and he put 
his sword alongside the Bible, and he said to the young man: ‘What 
is your decision? Is it for the Bible? If it is, you must give up life. 
If it is for that sword, you will have honor for a little while. Rome will © 
delight to honor you. Now, what is your decision?’ The young man 
says, ‘That Bible is my decision.’ It cost him his life to confess Christ. 
In three hours from that time that young man was beheaded. 

“Would to God that we had men of that stamp at the present day ; 
men who are willing to confess Christ even if it costs their lives ; men 
who are willing to confess Him even if it costs everything they have ; 
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men who are not ashamed to own their Lord and Master. And I want 


~ to say right here that if*we begin to confess-our Lord and Master, we 


will have men all arouud us beginning to inquire what they must do to 
be saved. I never knew it to fail.” 


SAINT THERESA TO OUR LORD. 
From the French of a Sonnet by Sainte-Beuve. 


BY MAURICE F. EGAN. 


I do not love Thee for the joys, O Lord, 
Which thou hast promised souls who love thee well ; 
I do not fear Thee for the fires of hell, 

Which burn for those whose right to thy reward 

Is lost by sin; but with the whole accord 
Of mind and soul, and longing heart as well, 

' I love Thee for the time when Thou didst dwell 
Scorned on the earth, mocked by a faithless horde. 
Were there no heaven, I would love Thee still. 

I love Thee for Thy cross, Thy thorn-crowned head : 

For Thy sweet passion, Lord, I love Thee best ; 
And though in firmest hope I wait Thy will, 

Compared with love my firmest hope is dead, 

For, without hope, in love I’d trusting rest. 


IV.--PERSECUTION OF CONVERTS. 


Persecuting Spirit in Turkey.—We could hardly have more positive 
evidence of the intolerance of Turkey than is developed in the case of 


Dr. Koelle and his moonshee, Ahmed Tewfik Effendi. The Mussulman 
was condemned to death for assisting the missionary in his translations. 


A vigorous interference and positive demand by the British Resident 


finally resulted in the release of the Effendi and the restoration of the 


translations. The Congregationalist seems not to have understood this 


case at first any better than Lord Salisbury did. The elements of per- 
secuting malice even unto death distinctly appear. Not until Sir Henry 
Layard had suspended diplomatic relations did the Turkish officials so 
far yield as to restore the confiscated papers and release the Effendi; 


and then, instead of any apology for their violation of treaty faith and 


stipulations, the Porte pretended to concede, as a matter of favor, not 


of right, declaring that Tewfik’s life was “forfeited by the religious laws _ 


—— 
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of the country,” for aiding in the translation, and that its act in sparing 
_ him is only in deference to European prejudice, and not tobe regarded 


as a precedent; and the police minister, Hafiz Pacha, whose subordi- 


nates arrested Tewfik and Dr. K., and whose dismissal was at first 
demanded, but in the end was not insisted on, has been actually re- 
warded with the Grand Cordon of the order of “ Medjidie.” This case 
furnishes little evidence that the Porte is becoming any more tolerant 
of Christianity, but rather proof positive that it yields only to a force 
which threatens its own existence in case of refusal. 

The papers of Dr. K. were a translation of the “ Book of Pi i 
Prayer ” and “Christ the Word of God.” In the former, all expressions 
recognizing the divinity of Christ were carefully erased. This the Sul- 
tan himself claims to have done, as the duty of a good Mussulman. It © 
will not be strange if even greater bitterness and violence prevene any 
substantial change for the better in Turkey. 

Just at this point (since writing the above) there comes a report that 
the Governor of Mecca has been assassinated by a Persian fanatic ; that 
Field-Marshal Fuad Pacha is on trial at Constantinople, accused of 
conspiracy against the Sultan; and Dr. Jessup, of Beirut, writes : 

“The Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs announces officiaily to Mr. Layard 
that hereafter no Moslem shall be allowed to leave his religion and become a Chris- 
tian, under penalty of death; that no one shall be allowed to teach doctrines sub- 
versive of Islam; and that (in defiance of treaties) any foreigner engaged in such 


teaching may be arrested and imprisoned, without consulting the foreign consuls or 
ambassadors.” 


All of which may be hastening a grander reconstruction in Turkey 
than statesmen have yet sought to compass. 

Mr. M. Henry Tfylor, of Kiu-Chau, China, reporting 5 baptisms, 
writes : | 

“An earnest member of our church here, a soldier, was most severely beaten by 
his officer, (one hundred and twenty blows of the heavy bamboo,) a few days ago, 
beyond all doubt for no other reason than his being a Christian. He was also sub- 
jected to other humiliations, cast out of the camp, and deprived of his rightful wages. 
There is no mistaking the deep hate with which we are regarded. May God keep 
the Chinese believers of this generation.” 


And what must be the effect, on such hating Chinese officials, of the 
late decision of H. M. Consular Court, in depriving the Church Mission- 
ary Society and its missionaries of their site and buildings, 30 years in 
their possession ? 

Miss A. M. Fields writes : 


“Tn the magazine of April, 1878, there is an acconnt of a woman who, in fleeing 
from her home to a nunnery, stopped at our Pan Thai chapel, and there heard, for 
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the first time, that she was heir to the kingdom of God. This woman, named Lilly, 
had a dear friend and neighbor named Treasure, to whom she told the same glad 
tidings. Treasure accepted the message, put the idols out of her house, and taught 
her only son, Kwang Cho, to worship none but the true God. Treasure was a widow: 
and her son was fourteen years old. They lived in the ancestral house of Treasure’s 
husband, in other parts of which were several families of their kin. They were well- 
to-do, owning rice-fields and pine-plantations, and had money lent on interest. One 
Sunday, being twelve miles from chapel, they thought they would have religious 
service, and being unable to read, they could only repeat a hymn they had learned, 
and pray together. While they were kneeling in prayer, Treasure’s brother-in-law 
came in and beat her son severely. He then seized Treasure by the arm, and told 
her she must at once abandon this worship of God, or be driven from her home. 
She told him there were crowns for those who endured to the end in the service of 
God, and that she should try to win one. He then beat her on her feet with his 
wooden clog till she was unable to walk, and cast her out of the house. But Treasure 
and her son both remain firm in the Christian faith and life.” 


Persecution in Russia.—The Stundists and Malokani of Russia, and 
Nazarenes of Hungary, have been often subjected to much persecution, 
but are admitted by their enemies to be honest, sober, industrious and 
truthful, adhering resolutely to God’s word, and seeking to follow its 
teachings. They cling to and practice its vital principles, which the 
churches around them overlay and extinguish with dead forms and 
ceremonies. They seem in very deed to be the salt of the communi- 
ties in which they live ; ever testifying to the vital truths of the Gospel> 
more by their lives than by their lips; and their presence and gradual 
increase constitute the best hope for the future of the lands and people — 
in which they exist. In some parts of the Russian empire they have lat- 
terly been treated with more toleration than formerly, but in others the 
Russian priests and peasants stir up cruel persecution. The Pall Mall 
Gazette recently gave an instance of a poor woman, on whom had been 
inflicted fifty blows with rods, being required to “kiss the cross, repeat 
a prayer and ask forgiveness of the crowd.” She refused to ask forgive- 
ness for worshiping God according to His own word, and rejected the 
crucifix, using for a prayer the words of Jesus: “ Father, forgive them : 
they know not what they do.” A knout was made ready, and a young 
peasant beat the poor woman till she was too far gone to show any 
sense of pain. Her name is Prascovia, and though so nearly killed, 
medical care availed to restore her ; and called into court she still testi- 
fies: “I am an evangelical; I and my co-religionists know no other 
source of religion than the Gospel; we cannot recognize the sanctity of 
imag es.” 

“ Monastery Secrets.” —Under this heading the Lvangelical Christendom 
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says the monks of Lebiadyn, in Russia, have sent a petition to the Holy 
Consistory of their province, complaining of the barbarous and inhuman 
treatment inflicted on them by their Prior, Father Isidore. They rep- 
resent that this ferocious Prior spends his time and ingenuity 1 in tortur- 
ing his subordinate brethren : 


“ Cuffing, beating and starving them without mercy. One monk was flayed to 
death by his orders, and two more died of starvation. Two hanged themselves, two 
drowned themselves, and one cut his throat in despair, under his superior’s relent- 
less brutality.” 


Hostility to Missionaries in China.—Rev. Mr. Sites was recently mobbed 
at Teng Ping, China, and barely escaped with his life. The tines of a 
_ fork, aimed at his eyes, entered just below them. The Northern, which 
furnishes this information, tells also of the loss, by the recent fire in 
Tokio, Japan, of M. E. mission buildings of the value of $9500. 

Persecution in China.—Of another case in China, the Rev. I. T. Kitts 
writes : 


“The cottage in which Mr. Jones lives still bears the marks of the bitter persecu- 
tion he suffered a short time ago. The door frames and windows were smashed, and 
the thatch plowed up by the stones they hurled at the house. There is still the 
mark on his study floor where the people dug through under the wall and up into 
his room, in his absence, to steal his valuable tools, books, &. And when he re- 
turned they actually came and asked him to his face how much he would give them 
to bring back the stolen goods, and this when the county officer had them in his pos- 
session ; and yet they have never been restored. 

“One night they threatened to burn his house down, and he divided his medicines 
Into two parcels, hoping to be able to save half of them for the benefit of his per- 
secutors. They did not execute their threat that time, but poisoned his well by 
throwing abominable filth into it; and they built up his front door with bricks, 
refusing to let him walk in the streets. He did not threaten or complain at all, but 
bore all quietly, though he said that when sitting in his room alone, his nearest mis- 
sionary neighbor on one side being one hundred and twenty miles (a week’s journey) 
distant, and on the other side two hundred miles distant, it made him think of a 
ship of war in action, so fearfully thundered the stones against his walls, doors and 
windows, and he expected to awake in the night and find his thatch in a blaze. 
Since I arrived, the Chinese have been suffering with ague, and obliged to come to 
us for quinine. 

“Seeing Mr. Jones’ patience, the good say, ‘Ah! there’s doctrine in that con- 
duct ;’ and the bad say, ‘ Ah! he’s got no authority or power, or he would use it.’ 

“Tn a village a few miles away, we hear of bitter persecution. With other acts of 
cruelty, they tied the converts with ropes and threatened to throw them into the 
river. The persecution is weeding out the bad and strengthening the good. Our 
native pastor, ‘ Ling,’ has added one hundred and thirty to the church as the harvest 
of the year, and these have been receiving instruction in the heat of persecution. 
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“ We are living in the worst village of one of the worst districts for desperate | 
rogues and thieves. No language is too bad to describe many of our neighbors, To 
say they are thieves ahd liars is mild. Yet I think, though I greatly pitied, [ never 
really loved the Chinese till now—not because they are so bad, but because they 
need so much pity and help. Though they are so vile and wicked, yet against that 
we can write: ‘I came not to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.’ The 
very reason we are here is because they are so bad.” 


Persecution in Abyssinia. —The Evangeliska Fasterlands-Stiptelsen, 
of Stockholm, Sweden, has sustained two missions in this country since 
1868—one at M’Kullo, on the mainland opposite Massowa ; the other 
at Geleb in Mensa, three days’ journey northwest of M’Kullo. The 
workers have been five men and three women, with native teachers and 
children. Recently King John’s governor of Hamazan, Ras Allola by 
name, has taken a dislike to the mission, broken up the station at 
Geleb, and driven away the missionaries and their native helpers. In 
the Swedish Mission Journal Pastor Neander writes : 


“ Again sad news from Africa! Two converted Abyssinian priests have been ter- 
ribly flogged, put in irons, and imprisoned in a monastery, and the same fate will 
befall all who dare read the Bible, and will not pray to Mary and the saints. Our 
missionaries have literally been driven from their station at Geleb in Mensa (which 
is in the southern part of Egyptian territory.) Thus our mission in Africa will be 
reduced to one station. At present our brethren ald sisters are at M’Kullo, together 
with most of the children, numbering altogether one hundred and fifty. , Pastor 
Lundahl writes: ‘Never has it.seemed so dark as now! We stand here on the 
shore of the Red Sea, and the enemy can come even here; we are nearly in the 
same circumstances as the children of Israel of old, and we may well trust the 
promise and command they got—“ Be still, and see the salvation of God.”’’ 

“ Mr. Hendenstrom writes of the above-mentioned Abyssinian priests: ‘Two con-— 
verted Abyssinian priests who had received books from us were seized some days 
ago and flogged ; one had forty stripes, the other forty-two. Their backs were dread- 
fully lacerated, says an eye-witness ; blood flowed from their mouth and nose. Un- 
der all this they stood joyfully fast to what they had read in the books. After the 
flogging, they turned to both governors present and said: “‘ To-day you have judged 
us; but another day is coming when He shall judge you for whose name we have 
suffered this.” They were put in irons and taken to a monastery, Debra-Bizen, 
where they are to be made “to pray to the Virgin and saints.” Do not forget to pray 
for these, brethren. Notwithstanding these circumstances, we are going on quietly 
with our work in the schools, and confirmed six of our scholars, who partook of the 
Lord’s supper with us on the 7th inst.” 


“ And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake; but he that endureth to 
the end shall be saved. 

“He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it.’— Matthew x.: 22, 39. 
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V.--MEN’S AND WOMEN’S MISSIONARY BOARDS. 
Shall We Have Separate Boards for Men and Women ?— 


“The discussion at the eighth annual meeting of the Essex Congregational Club 
at Salem, Jast Monday night, on Separate Woman’s Boards, was a lively one, and: 
there was developed a good deal of doubt as to their usefulness. Rev. Messrs. 
Atwood, Coit, and others, gave their views in opposition to all such separate Chris- 
tian effort, and two ladies took part in defending the movement. The feeling with 
a considerable number seemed to be one of question as to making such separations 
permanent, with, at the same time, a willingness that the experiment should have a 
fair trial. It was suggested that perhaps the outcome might be a representation of 
women upon the managing boards of the leading societies themselves.” —Congrega- 
tionalist. 

We propose the following adjustment of the matter here in question : 
Let the highest ecclesiastical court of each church call for volunteers 
who will give their time to the home work of these boards and societies 
without salary. Let the plan be so prayerfully, deliberately, and con- 
scientiously considered by all parties, that there shall be no cause for 
hesitation or fear of obtrusiveness on the part of devoted men and 
women volunteering for this service, and such a warm recognition of the 
generous self-sacrifice of those volunteering that the scores or hundreds 
of supernumeraries not needed shall not feel at all slighted on finding 
that their services are not required. 

When the names of all volunteers are received, at a specified date, 
let the said highest court of the church proceed to an election, from 
this band of volunteers, of all the needed officers and agents of its mis- 
sionary organization. If a church please to have two or more mission- 
ary organizations, as now, viz., for Foreign missions, Home missions, 
Freedmen, American Indians, Xc., let the same plan be adopted in each 
case, the call for volunteers being for both men and women. Then the 
names of all the volunteers being before the court, it is safe to infer 
that all would cheerfully acquiesce in the ultimate elections by majority 
votes. True, it may be urged that as women have no votes in these 
church courts, their rights may be somewhat prejudiced, and yet we 
think they would cheerfully leave the issue to their fathers and brothers, 
especially when they bear in mind the general reluctance of men hith- 
-erto to serve without salary, and the fact that most officers of the 
Women’s Board are already serving without salaries. Some may raise 
the objection that the funds must be duly guarded, and it is unreasona- 
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ble to expect men or women serving without salary to qualify by giving 
the required bonds, or that those of sufficient ability will offer at all. 
But are not scores of the most able and efficient women of the church 
already serving in this way, conducting their work'as efficiently as men 
do on the highest salaries? And are men, bought themselves with the 
blood of Christ, willing to admit that love to Christ and the souls of the 
heathen is a force less effective in prompting to fidelity or restraining 
from fraud than is the love of money received as salary or imperiled in 
case of maladministration? Besides, if any wish it, let the same bonds 
for fidelity be required of volunteers as are now required of salaried 
officers—though utterly useless now, as in the instances of recent heavy 
loss, both by the Treasurer of the Massachusetts H. M. Society and the 
Treasurer of the Presbyterian Foreign Board. Those prompted to this 
work by the higher, stronger. force of love, would not hesitate to give 
the lower and weaker guarantee of bonds as now required. As to the 
_ ability of such volunteers, we believe they would embrace the very 
choicest men and women of the church, possessed of wisdom, love, con- 
secration, and business ability of a higher order than can be enlisted 
by any amount of gold. When any such volunteer Treasurer, serving 
purely from love to Christ and souls, shall so conduct his business as to 
lose $50,000 or $80,000 of mission funds entrusted to him for this sacred 
work by the praying men and women of the church, then there will be 
as good reason for a change as there is now in case of our salaried 
Treasurers. But in estimating the risk of such loss, it is well to bear 
in mind that during the first fifteen or twenty years of the American 
Board, when any salary whatever to a home officer or agent was strictly 
forbidden in its constitution, no such loss occurred ; that the volunteer 
officers of similar boards since then and at the present time, whether 
men or women, have never come under the reproach of causing or in- 
curring such losses; and that the heavy losses incurred have always 
been, so far as we know, by salaried officers. We have great confidence 
Wh in the constraining love of Christ in the hearts of Christian men and 
nh Women truly consecrated to Him. We believe there are scores and 
Wi hundreds of the very wisest, best, and ablest men and women in every 
large branch of the church who would love to give their time and en- 
ergies to the home work of these missionary boards, without salary, 
just as they now love to give their prayers and money to them; and 
that they would only give still more money and pray still more earnestly, 
by reason of all the time and strength and thought and energy they 
should voluntarily devote to them. And need we add that such an 
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arrangement would lift this blessed work to a plane so high in the favor 
_ of both God and man, as to give assurance of this world’s speedy evan- 


gelization ? Try it, brethren, and see how large and glorious blessings ~~~ 


God will send. 


VI.--LETTERS FROM MISSIONARIES. 


OROOMIAH COLLEGE—fast History—When Dr. Perkins began his mis 
sionary labors in Oroomiah, in 1835, among his first efforts was a school in a 
basement room. As there were no books, the lessons were written on cards . 
and hung on the walls, The scholars were a select company of Nestorian 
boys and young ecclesiastics. In 1843 Mr. Stoddard (of blessed memory) took 
charge of this school, and the site was removed to Mt. Seir. Mr. Stoddard, 
after fourteen years’ service, left the charge to his associate and successor, Mr. 
Cochran, who, from 1847 to. 1871, made this school eminently his life-work. 
Under these two men, about 120 young Nestorians were trained for four or 
more years, and others for a shorter time. 

Of these 120, 3 died soon after their course was completed; 15 of the others 
have turned out poorly. All the others have made a good record. One, as 
civil head of his people, is a man of strong character and influence; 2 became 
physicians; several are superior men, as artisans, printers or teachers, among 
their people; 3 became eminent, as translators and scholars, among their 
people; nearly 70 became preachers, 10 of whom have died at their post. The 
living preachers are scattered widély—from the Tigris on the west to the centre 
of Persia on the east, and from Bagdad on the south to Russia on the north. 
Two are now greatly blessed in labors among the Jews; several are working 
for Persian Moslems: another is an apostle among the Malakans of Russia, 
having gathered into congregations and ordained presbyters over them, more 
than 1200 converts; 5 are pastors of self-supporting churches among the Nes- 
torians. They are the pastors, evangelists, colporteurs, teachers—the standard- 
bearers of an enlightened Christianity in a wide region where before was the 
shadow of death. 

After the death of Mr. Cochran the school was closed for a tine. and then 
re-opened, under the care of Mr. Oldfather, in the city of Oroomiah. But it 
had no suitable buildings. This fact, with the increasing demand for Christian. 
workers, has made a change of site indispensable. The mission has been very 
anxious for several years to place the institution on a permanent basis. This 
has now been done. A new site, near the city of Oroomiah, was purchased, 
and new buildings erected, in 1879, through the gifts of Christian women in 
America. When complete, its grounds and. buildings will be very valuable, 
and when the projected hospital is added, the place will be a very important 
centre of influence. . 
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Its Location is in the valley of Lake Oroomiah, the garden district of Persia- 
It is the only Christian college in Persia, and several hundred miles farther east 


~ than Harpoot, the most eastern of the colleges founded -by-American. mission- 


aries in the Turkish empire. 

Its Importance.—1. It is essential to our work among 200,000 Syriac-speaking 
Christians. Our evangelical synod, with 80 congregations, regard it as their 
school of the prophets. Every year new teachers and preachers are needed to 
fill up the ranks and to carry on the work. 2. The Armenian population of 
this region is almost as important. Their young men are coming forward, and 
ask for education. 3. There are 50,000 Jews, real remnants of the ten tribes. 
In several places among them there is remarkable awakening and movement 
toward Christianity. 4. The Moslems: on the one side the Persians, the people 
most accessible to Christian influences of any in the Mohammedan world; and 
on the other side the wild Koords. Both are to feel the power of Christian 
truth and civilization. | 

Funds for Building.—In 1878, the Women’s Missionary Societies of Phila~ 
delphia and Chicago each gave $2500; a ‘“‘ Burnt Brick’”’ fund of $1000 was 
added by the Sabbath-schools; the old school buildings brought $400. Total, 
$6400. This sum has been expended: (1) the purchase of the site, $1400; (2) a 
high wall, enclosing near five acres; (3) erecting the main building, 105 by 50 
feet, with basement and two stories; (4) a dwelling-house and other necessary 
buildings. The work on the buildings and grounds is far from being complete, 
but is so far advanced that the school assembled November 27th, 1879, and is 
now in its first term. There are 3 N estorian teachers and 1 Persian, assisting 
the principal. 

Students.—There are 8 in the theological class, 15 in the senior academi- 
cal, and in the entering class are 16 Nestorians, 5 Armenians, and 5 Mussul- 
mans; total, 49. All are boarders. Most of the Christian students are 
hopefully pious. One of the Mussulmans is now a Christian of simple, earnest 
faith. One is an orphan; the others are placed here by their Moslem parents, 
with a confidence in us as Christians which they do not have in teachers of 
their own faith. This beginning for Persian Moslems is full of hope, and indi- 


_eates a wonderful change in the last few years. 


The students are all boarders. The cost is about $25 each per year, (more 
this year because of famine prices.) Every student now gives something 
toward his own support—from $2 to $12 this year. They also work on the 
grounds in turn, and show a strong desire to obtain an education. 

The course of instruction includes a good knowledge of English. The aim 


js to fit young men, by thorough and practical training, especially in Bible 


truth, for the new era of light and conflict that is dawning upon the East. 

On last Sabbath, eighteen of the older students, two and two, visited nine 
villages within two miles of the college. In one large Moslem village they were 
invited into the mosque, and for two hours discussed with the Mullah, from 
the Bible, the claims of Christianity. There was present a large audience of 


‘men, and the conference closed with prayer that God would guide them to the 


truth. 
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Yesterday was the day of prayer for colleges, and we have shared in the ser- 
vice and blessings of the day. Both this and the week of prayer have been 


much _ blessed to Christians and to the unconverted. Every student except the 


four young Moslems has expressed an interest, and several have a new-found 
hope ‘in Christ.: 

Could we speak but one word to every Christian, it would be to say, “ «Pray 
for us.’’ This school was founded in prayer. The noblest endowment the 
Christian women who built its walls can bestow is fervent, believing prayer. 

January 30th, 1880. H. SHEDD, Principal. 


[This statement of the history, usefulness, and present needs of this institu- 
tion, just received from Bro. Shedd, will be read with interest by many who 
recall that field as the ‘‘ Nestorian Mission,’’ and in whose thoughts and asso- 
ciations it is still fragrant with the memory of such devoted workers as Drs. 
Perkins, Grant, Stoddard, and Fidelia Fisk. Well do we remember the precious. 
letters which used to come to us in India from Oroomiah—letters redolent with 
the spirit of Christian love and consecration, telling of the wonderful revivals 
in their mission schools, quickening the faith and love and zeal of missionaries 
and native converts, and helping to like precious results in our India missions. 

Of the immense value and importance of Christian education in all our 
foreign mission fields we need not now speak at length. This is now quite 
universally conceded, the unhappy attempt to dispense with schools, made by 
some of our Foreign Boards some years ago, having resulted in stronger con- 
victions of their necessity than existed before, and in the complete restoration 
of nearly all the schools which were suppressed, or their equivalents, and in 
some missions resulted even in decided enlargement of educational agencies. 
But while we give the testimony of our long experience and observation in 
India most decidedly in favor of schools as a most effective agency for making 
known the Gospel and founding and building up living churches of Christ, 
there is a measure of discrimination to be exercised, and the schools, as well 
as all other parts of the work; should be conducted with due regard to economy 
and efficiency, and with special regard to rendering the infant churches ener- 
getic, self-reliant, and self-perpetuating, And, without entering into particulars 
here, we may say in general, doarding-schools in foreign missions should be 
rare—the exception, not the rule; and boarding-schools in case of non-con- 
_verts should be still rarer. In the present state of the foreign mission work, 
with thousands of young heathen anxious to be taught by missionaries, ready 
to come to mission schools without any money or boarding inducements, 
many of them indeed ready to pay tuition, there must be very special circum- 
stances, not easily conceivable, to justify paying $25 a year, or anything at all 
even, for the privilege of educating an idolater or Mussulman. 

The usefulness, as here brought to view, of most of the young men educated 
in this institution while known as the “‘ Mt. Seir Seminary,”’ is cause for devout 
gratitude. The more we learn of the Stundists and Malakans of Russia, the 
more our interest deepens in them. They seem to be sheep of the true fold ; 
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possessed of simple, earnest faith in Christ and the word of God, which-enables 
most of them to endure persecution, whether from infidels and skeptics, the 
officials of the government, or the priests of the Greek church. The readiness 


. with which these twelve hundred have recognized a teacher of the true faith, 


and have become organized into congregations, tends to confirm this view. 

Whether the Moslems of Persia, living under a Moslem Shah and govern- 
ment, are really ‘more accessible to Christian influences’’ than are the 
forty million Moslems of India, under British rule, India missionaries may be 
allowed to. doubt till more Moslems in Persia shall be converted and brought | 
into the Christian church. When Bro. Shedd shall become able to tell us of 
fifty Moslems transformed into Christian communicants in a single one of his 
churches in Persia, as is now the case in one of our churches in Northern 
India, we will cherish the doubt no longer. 

With the discriminations and limitations mentioned above as to nabiiline- 
schools, we warmly endorse this young college at Oroomiah, and shall hope 
and pray that it may become a mighty power for good among the millions of 
Persia. | 


Lerrer From Ropert ARTHINGTON TO THE L. M. S.—The 
mission of the London Missionary Society, on Lake Tanganyika, Cen- 
tral Africa, had its origin, as is known, in a generous gift of some 
$25,000 from Robert Arthington, of Leeds, Engiand, for this special 
purpose. Mr. Arthington has just offered the same society £3000 
($15,000) more, to build a steamer for mission use on this lake. It is 
generally known that he has made like offers to two of our American 
societies, (the A. B. C. F. M. and the A. M. A..,) if they also will © 
establish missions in the interior of Africa. This fact, and the clear» 
intelligent views of the spiritual elements and aim of this work ex- 
pressed in it, will be sure to make the following letter more than wel- 
come to our readers : 
Leeps, 10th February, 1880. 


Brethren, of the London, Missionary Society—The 
matter of the work we have on hand, for the evangelization of Africa, is 


_ @ solemn and blessed reality; and the death of our departed brethren— 


Thomson, Mullens and Dodgshun—seems to throw over it a yet more 


hallowed character. 


“Tt is high time that the Church of Christ aroused herself—clad her- 
self in the full strength she possesses in God—and in the fullness of 
faith, determined that Christ's precious, saving name shall be proclaimed 
in all the world—in all those parts of the world where Christ has not yet 
been named, and evidently set forth. Our spiritual strength and suc- 
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cess are in connection with continued prayer. If this fails, all will fail-— 

spiritual energy, abundant gifts, everything belonging to success. 
“Africa is now open; the Lord in His providence has given us an 

open door. It is a very wonderful and great opportunity. How in- 


tensely gladdening it is to hear our brethren at the Lake Tanganyika 


saying, ‘ There is no discouragement here. We see that the Lord is 
with us. We are feeble instruments, and we shall be strongest as we 
habitually remember this: in God we are mighty. Oh! how I wish 
that the whole Church of Christ on earth would arise in her proper 
strength, finding it in God alone, and would apply herself to publish 
Christ’s name over the whole earth, leaving-no part unvisited with the 
Gospel. 

“T have just seen the news that a telegram has been received by our 
Royal Geographical Society, to the effect that the exploring party which 
set out under the leadership of Keith Johnston, (who died on the road,) 
has reached and traversed the region lying between the north end of 
Lake Nyassa and the south end of Lake Tanganyika, and that the natives 
are friendly and the country level, and there are no serious difficulties 
for travelers. 

“T am anxious to do my best to promote the Tanganyika mission, so 
as to extend its influence and beneficial effects over ad wide an area as 
possible. I am, therefore, disposed to offer to the London Missionary 
Society £3000, specially for the purposes described, viz.: On the under- 
standing that they will at once procure a suitable steamer, capable of 
being carried in parts, place it upon Lake Tanganyika, visit all the pop- 
ulations on its shores, explore the country lying between the north end 
of Tanganyika and the Albert Nyanza, Mwata Nzige, or other lakes or 
large extents of water—with a view to find, and the determination to 
find, if possible, the best route from the Tanganyika lake to the Nile, 


and with that to bring the populations of the region under the influence © 


of Christian teaching up to 1° N. L. (one degree north latitude); and 
also seek an early opportunity of visiting all the populations of Uregga 
(or Ulegga), Manyema and Urua, and of the region of Lakes Moero and 
Bangweolo—- maintaining the steamer, and visiting the populations 
again and again, classifying their languages or dialects, translating for 
them Luke’s Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, or the whole of the 
New Testament, and assisting them to learn to read, whilst the Gospe] 
is preached to them by evangelistic visits, either by the European mis- 
sionaries or by native converts. | 


“T should like by your means to convey to those who have specially 


contributed to this mission, my joyful congratulations, with the sense 
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of the blessed assurance that we shall reap abundantly, either in this 
world or the world to come. Let us give as we purpose in our hearts 
to the Lord. Let the fruits of faith abound. 
“Yours most truly.in the everlasting Gospel, 
“Ropert ARTHINGTON.” 


The latest accounts from this mission are full of encouragement. 
Dr. Southon has returned to Mirambo’s capital, to build and make it a 
permanent station. Mr. Hore remains at Ujiji, and Messrs. Griffith 
and Hutley are attempting a new station at Uguha, on the western 
side of the lake. Of this and all other efforts to evangelize the world, 


it is ever to be kept in mind that our strength and success 


are in connection with continued prayer.’ 


VII.--FIELD NOTES, 


WE hope in next number to resume our review of the foreign mis- 
sion work, as carried on by the different branches of the church in 
America, and subsequently those in other parts of Christendom. 


THE Wu-SHIgn-SHAN CasE.—A missionary in China writing 
January 22d, 1880, confirms our apprehension that the decision of 
this case in the Consular court would be regarded as a decided victory 
of the Mandarins over the missionaries, and be so reported very widely 
among the Chinese ; and adds : 


“The ousting | of the English missionaries from their premises in 
Foochow nas doubtless emboldened the anti-foreign party all over the 
province.” 


New Map By THE AMERICAN Boarpd.—This is a neat outline 
map of Southern and Central Africa, extending from the Cape to 5° 
N. latitude. It covers a vast region where Christ is wholly unknown 
to its ignorant and superstitious millions. 


We hope Mr. Walter Welden Bagster, of Oakland Theological 


Seminary, who has been appointed to this board’s new mission in 
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Africa, will prove to be the right man for the work, and soon enter | 

upon it. The price of this new map is $0.75 on paper, and $1.25 on 

cloth. All who wish it for permanent usé will choose the cloth, as — 
more durable. 


INADEQUACY OF PRESENT MISSIONARY AGENCIES.— We have not 
hesitated to express and repeat our deep and abiding conviction, that 
unless we can rise to a higher plane of Christian self-denial, both at 
home and abroad, rendering our agencies more economical and efficient, 
this world can never be evangelized. We are glad to see this solemn 
fact is becoming recognized and felt by other minds. The editor of 
The Missionary states it forcibly as follows: “It would be as reason- 
able to expect to ‘dam up Niagara with a straw’ as to look for the 
conversion of the world through the present inadequate agencies.” 


RECENT CoNVERTS.—Rev. Jno. Macintyre, U. P., reports the bap- 
tism of 17 adults and 2 children in China. 


Rev. Mr. M’Farlane reports 5 baptized at Darjeeling, India. 


The Presbyterian Foreign Board in the Record for March, reports 
47 accessions in the month represented, save that 13 of them at Lap- 
wai, are the increase of the whole year; and the Record for April re- 
ports 40 additions in various missions, and 30 in Canton, in the year. 
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Rev. Mr. Watkins reports the baptism of 25 adults, December 25th, 
at Guadalajara, Mexico. 


Rev. 8S. B. J. Hoyt, December 18th, 1879, reports baptism of 6 
adults and 2 children at Wuchang, China. 


A second Baptist church of 12 members was organized at Santa 
Barbara, Brazil, South America, the first Sabbath of November last. 


— —_ 


Mr. Lane has just organized a new church at Rebucas, two or three 
leagues from Campinas, baptizing 5 adults and 9 children; and Rey. 
G. McLean reports a new church of 7 members at Concepcion, Chili. 
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Rev. Maxwell Phillips, at the close of the week of prayer in Janu- 
ary, reports the baptism of 20 adults and 12 children, at rin acneanen 
Mexico. 


Rey. D. Ashmore, in China, under date of November 26th, 1879, 
reports the baptism of 29 adults. 


Revivals are reported in Sweden under the labors of our M. E. 
missionaries, and 60 have been received to the church at one station. 


Bishop Caldwell says that the present Christian population, con- 
nected with the churches of both societies of the church of England, 
in the district of Tinnevally, Southern India, is 97,605, of whom 
13,265 are communicants. 


Rev. Dr. Bissell, of the American Mission at Ahmednuggur, reports 
the recent baptism of 24 adults in a village near by. 


The M. E, Mission in North India report 175 adults baptized in 


1879. 


Mr. Deputie reports the recent organization of a new church in 


Liberia, Africa, and the admission of 11 members. 


In the Santal C. M.S. Mission (India) 257 were baptized in 1879. 
The whole number of native Christians in this mission, at the end of 
1878, was 1647. 


Dr. Worrell, pastor of one of the Baptist churches in Liberia, re- 
ports the recent baptism of 100 converts. 


The Evangelical Lutherans, General Synod, report 405 baptisms in 
their India Mission i in 1879. 


Archbishop Migherditch and some 300 Armenians, having re- 
nounced the errors and superstitious practices of their church, under 
the teaching of the American missionaries, have organized into a Re- 
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formed Armenian Church, and, preferring episcopacy to the Congrega- 
“tional church polity, the archbishop is now in England soliciting aid 
a to build a church and prosecute missionary work. 


The chief Hindu priest in Kairaboni, a Santal district in India, 
lost all faith in idolatry some three years ago, and for eighteen months 
has been regarded as a sincere inquirer, but entreated the missionary 
to baptize him with his poita (sacred thread) unremoved, and thus 
allow him to retain his caste. ‘The missionaries declined, and it has 
taken him more than a year to become willing to give up all, even 
his poita, to follow Christ. But he has done it at last; and though 
his relatives were very angry, and his wife threatened to kill herself, 
yet his firm and meek course has had a wonderful influence on all. 
Bisso Nath, the priest, was in great repute among the people, and see- 
ing the strength of his conviction and his noble bearing under their 
harsh treatment, they are greatly softened, and they have called a gen- 
eral meeting to examine the doctrines of Christ, saying if they find 
them true they will all become Christians en masse. 


GirTs AND LEGAcIES.—It is pleasant to see some of our foreign 
missionary boards able to report their receipts in large advance of 
what they were a year ago—the American Board 20 per cent., or 
$33,480, and the Presbyterian Foreign Board $102,550. 
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William Eakin, of Groton, Mass., left $1000 each to the American 
Board, Home Missionary Society, American Bible Society, First Pres-— 
byterian chureh of Nashville and of Shelbyville, Tenn., and the 
Congregational church of Groton. 


Mr. Bennett, of the N. Y. Herald, has given $100,000 to feed the 
famishing in Ireland. Why does the lack of bread for the body of 
a few hundred thousand affect, most minds so much more profoundly 
than the fact that 800,000,000 are famishing, and at the rate of more 

~ than 2,000,000 a month, are dying “the death that never dies,” for 
lack of the bread of life ? 


Mr. Joseph E. Temple has given $60,000 to the Academy of Fine 
Arts, of Philadelphia, to extend its advantages to the public, giving 
free admission one or two days each week. 


4 
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: Hon. A. E. Borie, Philadelphia, left $5000 to the Episcopal Hos- 
pital, $1000 to St. Andrew s church, and F000 to All Saints’ church. 


Charles O. Baird, of Philadelphia, has given $10,000 to the per- 
manent endowment fund of Lafayette College. 


Wm. E. Dodge, Wm. H. Vanderbilt, C. K. Garrison and James 
Talcott have subscribed $30,000 towards the $100,000 being raised 
for a Christian home in New York for intemperate men, to be in 
charge of Mr. Bunting. Recognizing it to be a Christian duty to do 
good unto all men, according to opportunity and ability, which duty 
is first and most imperative, to build a costly and pleasant home and 
support in it 100 men, who have neglected the offered Gospel and dis- 
abled themselves by intemperance ; or use the money to offer salvation 
by Christ to 100,000 men who know Him not? 


¢ 


Rey. Jesse Meharry, of Indiana, has given $500 for a perpetual 
scholarship in the Meharry Medical Department of the Central Ten- 
nessee College, to. pay the tuition of any student, male or female, pre- 
paring for missionary work in Africa. 


Rev. Mr. Papengouth, of Jacmel, Hayti, writes : 


“Madame Cajou has for years past spent on the mission twice and 
often thrice as much as her very small allowance, for she sold her private » 
land and property, the papers of which she has shown me, and she has 
suffered a great many very heavy sacrifices.. She has now no more prop- 
erty to sell—all hasgone. She is beloved and esteemed by all. A noble 
_ Christian woman, nearly sixty years old, but still brave and faithful in 
her work. In her tours and journeys over the mountains, along the 
slippery paths, she has fallen and her horse been killed in the falls. In 
her work of forty years, she has lost fourteen horses in this way ; and 
all to extend a knowledge of.the blessed Gospel.” 


At the close of the siliiber services in honor of Dr. Chalmers, 
held in Edinburgh, March 3d, Mr. Macfie gave $25,000 to found a 
Chalmers lectureship on the srindiades of the Free Church. 


Mr. Harvey Warner, of a: left $2000 to the Board of 
Foreign Missions, $5000 to the American Missionary Association, and 
$3000 to other charities. 
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Mr. William Hyde, of Ware, Mass., has given $10,000 to the Young 
Men’s Library Association of that place, to be used in building a 
library. 


“A Gloucester Workingman,’ out of his small and hard-earned 
wages, gave an aggregate, recently, of $835 to missionary »hjects.”— The 
Northern. 


LiperaL Grvine.—A pastor in Halifax states that his church gave, 
last year, for religious purposes, a sum which averaged $100 to each 
family. Let all the churches of Christendom emulate this scale of 
giving, and the world’s evangelization might be speedily accomplished. 


“On Christian principles there is no benevolence without self- 
denial.” — Harris. 


The pastor of the Siamese Baptist Church at Bankok not only 
serves without salary or compensation, but offers to support a mission- 
ary, if the Baptist churches of America will furnish him outfit and 
passage-money. 


The Bassein-Karen Christians raised money to establish and support 
-a mission to the Ka-Khyens of Bhamo; gave $500 for the famine 
among the Telugus, another $500 for the famishing at Toungoo, and 
are raising $35,000 for the Bassein Institute. And yet we are not so 
much amazed at this large-hearted liberality of converts recently won 
from heathenism to Christianity, as we are at seeing the paltry con- 
tributions to foreign missions by 660,000 Baptist Christians, long in 
possession of the priceless blessings of the Gospel. 


The Fingo Kaffirs, in South Africa, have just agreed to raise $7500 
to pay off the debt on Blythwood Institution. These unevangelized 


Kaffirs have thus contributed, in all, $22,500 to mission buildings of ~ 


the Free Church of Scotland. 


No sooner had “a properly qualified young man” offered himself 
for the Protestant Episcopal mission at Wuchang, China, and a young 
lady also to go as teacher, than “a faithful steward of his Master” 
offers to support them, as his representatives, so long as God shall 


| 

i 


- ~- a 


- - 


\ 
4, 
| 
i 
* 
| 
| 
ty 


{ 
’ 
| 
if 
it 
Lik 
Tih 
| 
| 
Ty 
af 
| 
i 
4 
| 
i? 
' 
if 
mein 
f 
r 
a { 
' 
| 
at 
(ay 
iy 
4 
it 


-- - 


202 Field Notes. (May, 


give him the ability. The more vital the sympathy between this gen- 
erous giver and the devoted workers, the better will be the work done. 


DisciPLES OF CHRIST.—Some have fancied a mistake in our ac- 
count, in last number, of the origin of this branch of the church, be- 
cause we mentioned only the name of Thomas Campbell—its origin 


being more popularly attributed to Alexander Campbell. The only 


real question is, which has most claim to the honors, father or son— 
perhaps it is as well to divide them between the two. Thomas, the 
father, was born in Ireland, February Ist, 1763, descended from the 
famous Campbells of Argyle, in Scotland. In 1798 he entered the 
ministry in the seceding Presbyteries. He emigrated to America in 
1807, and was received into the Associate Synod of North America 
at Philadelphia. His son, Alexander, was born in Antrim, Ireland, 
in 1789, was educated as a Presbyterian clergyman at the University 
of Glasgow, as his father had been, and came to America in 1809. 
He joined his father in the events already mentioned, which led to the 
origin of this church as stated in our last number, page 92. 

Another point is perhaps open to questiou—the large membership 
(500,000) accorded to this church. We took these figures—500,000— 


on the authority of our correspondent, and would have them regarded 


only as an estimate. McClintock and Strong estimated their number 
in 1864 at 350,000; but the Methodist Almanac reports them 
500,000 in 1876. —— these authorities our readers will be able to 
form their own opinions. 

Of the points brought to view in the history of this church, the 
one especially instructive is, that although the Campbells began with 
a most rigid adherence to the very letter of the word, declaring that 
no human creeds, nothing but the word of God, should be allowed to 
influence their belief or practice, the course taken by the officers of 
their Christian Missionary Society, resulted latterly in almost entirely 
neglecting one of Christ’s most plain and positive commands—“ Go 
ye into all the world.” 

We are glad to learn, however, from statements received since our 
last. number was issued, that there is a manifest reviving of mission- 
ary interest in this church. The fourth annual report of their For- 


eign Christian Missionary Society, just published, tells of missions 
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established in England, France, Denmark, one begun in Constanti- 
nople and the failure of an attempt in Mexico. 

The income of the society in 1879, with balance of previous year, 
appears to have been $12,547, an increase of $1500. Its first mis- 
sion was established in February, 1876, in Southampton, England, 
where it now reports 1100 attendants and 239 members. Its second 
mission begun in Copenhagen, Denmark, in June, 1876, reports 325 
attendants, and 99 members. ‘Three other stations occupied in Eng- 
land are Chester, Southport and Tranmere, the latter in July, 1879. 
In Paris, France, M. Delannay reports 250 attendants and 27 mem- 
bers, apd states that his small hall is crowded, or many more would 
attend. 

In October, 1879, it appointed an Armenian, Mr. G. Shishmanian, 
id as missionary in Constantinople, who up to the date of the report was 

still collecting funds for his work in the American churches. 

Senor F. de Capdevilla went to establish a mission at Acapulco, 
Mexico, near the close of 1878, but after baptizing seven converts, 
failing of support, he resigned and left the society. The summary 
of all the missions is 2740 attendants, 590 members, and 570 Sab- 
bath-school scholars. ‘The gain in members in 1879 is 241. 


The Monthly Convert was established by the old Nottingham (Bap- 
tist) Association in England in 1784. 


Cost oF Rum, RELIGION AND EpucatTion.— Mrs. Elizabeth 
Thomson estimates the annual cost of rum to this country at $667,- 
638,502; annual cost of religion, $47,636,450 ; annual cost of edu-, 
cation, $95,406,726. Let earnest, believing self-denying men and 
women have these $667,638,502 now worse than wasted on rum, and > 
expend them in earnest, economical and effective efforts to preach the 
Gospel to every creature, and the whole world would be evangelized 
in twenty years. Dr. Guthrie used to say: “If you want to keep a 
dead man put him in whiskey. If you want to kill a living man put 
whiskey into him.” Canon Farrar writes: 


“1. It seems to me that drunkenness stands almost alone among hu- 
man sins in being absolutely curable and preventible. The work 
achieved by Mohammed alone is sufficient to prove that this terrible 
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source of crime and misery might be simply eliminated from the list of 
the evils which scourge mankind. 2. It seems to me that the achieve- 
ment of this deliverance is largely in the power of the present genera- 
tion of men. We can improve this generation. We can rescue the 
next. We can decrease the intemperance of the present. We can 
minimize intemperance for the future. 3. Let us not cease our poor 
efforts until every good man in England and America is engaged in the 
task of thus ameliorating the condition of mankind.” 


CONVERTS FROM INFIDELITY.—The Bombay Guardian says: “Of 
18 infidel writers and orators in London, 15 have become Christians.” 
The Guardian instances Mr. Cooper, who since his conversion has en- 
listed his abilities and energies in the cause of Christian truth, and 
published many admirable volumes in support of the Christian faith. 


LEADER OF THE SoMAJISTS.— 


“We are sorry to seein The Missionary Herald a paragraph about 
Keshub Chunder Sen which grossly misrepresents his position and that 
of his church. We have read the organ of the Brahmo Somaj, The 
Christian Mirror, carefully for years, and we see no ground for the 
statement that the society is ‘launching forth on a sea of the wildest. 
fanaticism.’ Properly interpreted, there has nothing appeared which 
need give serious apprehension.” —Jndependent. 


- These charges against Chunder Sen and the Somajists have been 
semi-occasional for the last dozen years or more. Those most forward 
to claim him as a Christian, becoming conscious of the fact that he is 
not a Christian, and never claimed to be, seem to yield to a kind of 
mental reaction, and speak of him in terms not at all justifiable. It 
were wiser and more Christian to recognize, and thank God for the 
immense good he has accomplished, and hope and pray for his con- 
version. 


British GuIANA.—This colony is said to be as large as Great 
Britain, though having a population of only about 225,000. Of these, 
48,000 are coolies, or hired immigrants from India, 7000 Chinese 
employed in the same way, and together constituting a grand field of 
mission labor. The vast interior is unoccupied, except by some 7000 
aborigines. | 
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FLoops In St. Kirrrs, West Inpres.—The Wesleyan and Moravian 


missionaries report a most sudden and devastating flood, supposed to. 


have had its origin in an immense waterspout tapped by the mountain. 
The water came down with such fury and force as to destroy about 
two-thirds of the thriving town of Basseterre. 


“The night was intensely dark, and the rain pouring in torrents. 
None could render assistance ; the shrieks were heart-rending. Small 
cottages were instantly destroyed, but large and substantial houses 
were taken up bodily, and either broken to pieces by being bumped 
and hurled about, or carried out to sea. Some were seen going down 
at an immense speed, with the people in them, and their lamp burning. 
One went out to sea on fire, the lamp having exploded. * * Up to 
the present time we are sure of 242'dead and missing ; 92 bodies have 
thus far been recovered here, and 17 have floated to St. Eustatius.” 


A calamity more fearful in its elements or more distressing in its 
results cannot easily be imagined. 

RoMAN CATHOLIC Sratistics in U.8.—The Catholic directory 
for 1880 reports in U.S. A. 12 archbishops, 55 bishops, 5989 priests, 
1136 theological students, 6407 churches, 2246 parochial schools with 
405,234 pupils, and a Catholic population of 6,143,222—some 32,000 
less than last year, resulting, doubtless, from greater accuracy in the 
statistics. The whole number of Jesuits in the world is said to have 
increased by 220 in 1879, and by 1524 in ten years—2104 of them 
being missionaries, and 8103 teachers. 

The Russian church claims to have 11,372 members in Alaska, 
_ where many supposed there were only pagans till the establishment 
of our Home Missionary Station at Fort Wrangel. 


AFGHANISTAN.—Though the Afghan forces have been compelled 
to yield and retire, temporarily, from the contest with the united 
British forces under General Roberts, the settlement of the country 
seems no nearer than before. The priests continue to preach a 
“ Jehad,” they are as resolute in opposition as ever, and Mahomed 
Jan, the leader in the outbreak and opposition, assures General Roberts 
that they will not cease their efforts till the British are driven out of 
Afghanistan. It is reported that the various tribes are combining for 
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a more united and organized movement against the British; that two 
Afghan chiefs are doing their utmost to rouse and unite all the tribes 
against the British, and a league has been formed under Russian 
auspices, with the Bokhara Ameer, whose daughter married Abdurah- 
man Khan, the Afghan heir apparent, acting as a very important and 
influential nae of said league. 

At the same time there comes from India, through the Pioneer, a 
statement that papers have been found in Cabul, showing that the | 
Russian government made proposals to Afghanistan, complete in all 
details, for the invasion of Northern India. Russia was to have as- 
sisted the Afghans in conquering India as far southwards as Lahore. 
This place and all the loot of the campaign were to be given to the 
Ameer as a reward. ‘The gunpowder and arms found stored at Cabul 
were to be subservient to the scheme. Still later reports come that 
Mahomed Jan has begun negotiations with Persia; that a Persian 
force has been sent to Herat; that Mahomed Jan’s forces are breaking 
up, and subordinate chiefs coming in and making terms with General 
Roberts, and that the latter is marching on Ghuzni. The death-roll 
of the British thus far in this Afghan war is 71 officers fallen in bat- 
tle or by disease. 


TRIBUTE TO A FarrHruL MissIonary.—At page 150 of this 
volume we gave brief notices of the life-work and death of a devoted 
and earnest missionary. Since then we have noticed many spontaneous — 
tributes in our American papers, all showing the profound esteem and 
love of those who knew him and his work for Christ and the heathen. 
But more touching than all other is the tribute of tears and sorrow 
from those in India who had been won to Christ by his labors. When 
the news of his death reached them they were gathered in class-meet- 
ing, The native brother who was leading the meeting could hardly 
speak for weeping, said the teaching and life of the dear missionary 
were still before them to heed. 


“A widow with loud wailing told how ‘Phillips Sahib’ helped her 
come to Christ full thirty-six years ago, and how forlorn and friendless 
she felt now that he was gone. A Bible school student just beginning 
to. preach, converted but four years ago, said: ‘He found me, brought 
me here, saved me,’ and others spoke likewise. It was affecting to see 


| 
| | 
| 
i 
i 
ii 
Bh 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Bie 
We 
| 
{ 
i 
‘AN 
| 
if i 
i 
i 
| i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1880. | Women’s Work in Foreign Missions. 207 


old and young, men and women, weeping like children over their father 
gone to come no more. 


“The Santals, too, brought in their simple and. heartfelt. testimonies. 


Dula—poor wanderer back again in the church—expressed sorrow for 
disregarding such counsel as the departed one had given him for so 
many years. Blind Adam so touchingly said: ‘He was our friend— 
he found us in the jungles; he came to us with Christ’s love in his 
heart and Christ’s word in his hands.’ A tall, noble young man, who 
I hope may yet be heard from in our mission work, not a Santal, but a 
Hindu, whom dear father took in as an orphan lad during the fearful 
famine of fourteen years ago, brought forth tears to many eyes when 
he said: ‘He died for us. His work for us in heat and cold, by day 
and night, has cost him his life. I feel that he has died for us. Let 
us be worthy of such love.’ These were not set speeches, not studied 
panegyric, but the free, full utterance of these bereaved disciples. May 
the memory of that true, pure, unselfish life, that toiled and suffered 


here for them, be ever an heavenward inspiration to the members of 
this little church.” 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS AND ForEIGN Misstons.—The Free Church 
of Scotland regards the proper training of the children as to this 
work of foreign missions of so great importance, that, with a view to 
bring “the Sabbath-school into a more living and organized connec- 
tion with the missions,” the committee has addressed a special com- 
munication to each one of the 1936 superintendents of these schools, 
with books and other appliances for awakening more interest-in the 
work among the heathen. 


Mr. Boycle, of Maggy-Mirim, Brazil, reports a preaching tour of 
600 milés on mule-back, preaching every time where no Protestant 
missionary had ever preached before. 


WomEnN’s WoRK IN FOREIGN We were somewhat 
taken aback, recently, in listening to a public address by a Secretary 
of one of our largest foreign boards, to hear him coolly give notice to 
his mixed audience that too large a proportion of their workers in 
the mission fields were women, and one of the missions had written, 
requesting that no more women be sent. Without attempting to 


account at all for this state of things, or even suggesting that it . 


becomes the young men entering the ministry to hasten to the foreign 
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work in numbers large enough to hold the proper balance in the work- 


_ing force, however many women workers may volunteer, we here only 
offset the statement by the following notice, appearing for successive 


months in the Home and Foreign Record of the Church of Scotland, 


V1Z.: 


“Wanted, a lady, not under twenty-eight years of age, to superintend 
a mission at Madras, in connection with the Church of Scotland. Apply 
to the Secretary, Miss Sanders, 119 George street, Edinburgh.” 


And the editor adds: “ Will not some one who reads the above ask 
herself, ‘Is not this a call to me?’” We also notice that the Free 
Church of Scotland’s Ladies’ Society has recently sent out Miss War- 
rack as a zenana worker at Calcutta. Her departure was hastened by 
a telegram from the mission, so urgently was felt the need of her 
presence and help in the work. 

We are much gratified to see the good women of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church are moving for a missionary organization, with 
the warm approval of their church’s foreign- board, and with a resolute 
purpose which gives promise of success. 


In connection with woman’s work for woman, it is not amiss to 
consider such facts and statements as the following : 


“There is steady progress all over the world in the recognition of the 
claims of women to the best educational facilities. France has agricul- 
tural schools for girls. One of the chief is near Rouen, which is said to 
have been begun, with a capital of oue franc, by a sister of charity and 
two little discharged prison-girls, and to be now worth $165,000. This 
establishment has 300 girls, from six to eighteen. The farm, entirely 
cultivated by them, is over 400 acres in extent. Twenty-five sisters 
form the staff of teachers. More than one medal of the French Agri- 
cultural Society has been awarded to this establishment at. Darnetel, 
and the pupils are in great demand all over Normandy, on account of 
their skill * * * In England, many women are now residing at 
Cambridge, in attendance on lectures ; and a memorial addressed to the 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cambridge, praying that the senate 
will grant to properly-qualified women the right of admission to the ex- 
aminations for university degrees, and to the degrees, has been widely 


signed. In this country the number of colleges and universities offer- 
ing their lectures to women is yearly increasing.” 
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WHo SHOULD APPpoRTION Mission Funps.—The Interior suggests 
that the home board should deal with presbyteries, apportioning to 
each of those in whose limits home mission work is to be done, $2000, 
$5000, and so on, according to its best judgment of the needs of each ; 
and leave the presbyteries to direct the details in each case, because 
those working in each presbytery—ministers and elders—must better 
know the wants of each part of the work in their limits than the cen- 
tral board can possibly know them. Is not this suggestion reasonable, 
and worth a trial? 2 

The St. Louis Evangelist says of this: “The plan is at least worthy 
of discussion. We feel sure that the board would not object,” &c. 
Not so fast, good brother. We feel sure the board does object, and 
will object, and continue strenuously and persistently to object, and 
yield the point only when it can’t help it. The plan is plausible 
enough, we grant; would only be placing the responsibility where it 
belongs, and be sure to result in prosecuting the work more economi- 
cally and effectively. But who does not see that every ounce of influ- 
ence and power thus placed in the hands of a presbytery would be 
taken out of the hands of the central board and officers, so far deplet- 
ing and defeating the present centralizing power? Why, do you not 
know that this plan of the Jnterior has so much to commend it that 


the foreign board has virtually approved and embodied it in its manual? 
It says explicitly : 


“ The board will regard the ministers and elders sent from this country, 
who are members of the presbytery, as charged with special responsi- 
bility for the expenditure of the funds remitted by the Treasurer of the 
board, or received in the field for its use, and will require their recom- 
mendation of all estimates and expenses before giving its approval to 


them.” 


True, the foreign board don’t abide by this rule, but it approves and 
endorses it. 


SERPENT CHARMERS.—Karolyi, a Magyar of collossal stature and 
extraordinary physical strength, was performing, before a crowded 
audience in Madras the other day, one of his most sensational feats, 
which consisted in allowing a huge boa constrictor, over twenty feet 
in length, to enfold his body in its coils, when suddenly a piercing 
ery escaped him, which was greeted by the public with a round of 
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applause, under the supposition that its utterance constituted a part of 
the performance. It proved, however, to be the outcome of a strong 
man’s death-agony. ‘The gigantic snake had tightened its coils, and 
crushed poor Karolyi’s life out of him with one terrific squeeze. 
There were eighty-seven fractures of his bones.— Bombay Gazette. _ 


INFANTICIDE IN InpDIA.—The Inspector General of Police reports 


that fully 26 per cent. of all the girls born in the Northwest Provin- 
ces in 1878-79 were killed at their birth. 


GREECE AND THE BrBpLE.—An order from the educational depart- 
ment of Greece, issued last September, requires the New Testament in 
the original to be used as a reading book in all the upper classes of 
the primary schools. There are some 1300 schools of this grade with 
90,000 pupils. The missionaries immediately sold their entire stock 
and received orders for 1000 more, which they were unable to supply 
till they could receive fresh quantities from Constantinople. We do 
not wonder Dr. Gilman, of the American Bible Society, writing from 
Athens in November, says: 


“Tt makes the heart swell with emotion to think of schoolboys at 
Athens reading Paul’s sermon on Mars’ Hill, and of Corinthian lads 
growing wise over the Apostles’ letters to the church at Corinth.” 


Is not the Lord hearing prayer that His word may have free course 
and be glorified ? 


BisHop CoPLESTONE AND THE C, M. 8. Misstons In CEYLON.— 
The long-pending conflict between this Bishop and the missions is be- 


coming, if possible, more embittered and hopeless of reconciliation. 


The native Christians have gathered in council, and have taken the 
bold measure of entirely repudiating the Bishop’s authority. The 
Times of India says they have resolved to petition the Archbishop of 
Canterbury for another bishop quite independent of the “ ritualistic 
state-paid bishop of Colombo.” 

In their petition to the Archbishop the native Christians say : 


. “We beg to remind your Grace that we are inhabitants of a country 
still to a great extent heathen ; that many of us were brought up as 


worshipers of idols; and that, therefore, the placing in churches of 
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things which appear to be intended as objects of material worship is 
more offensive to us than it might be did we not see those around us 
bowing down to wood and stone. We would also inform your Grace 
that in heathen worship flowers and lights take a prominent place, and 
that their intimate connection with devil worship renders them, in our 
view, @ most undesirable adjunct in the service of the church.” 


It is more than possible that the unwise and arbitrary course of 
Bishop Coplestone will soon result in the entire disestablishment of 
the Church of England in Ceylon. We see a petition for this to the 
House of Commons is being largely signed by the Christians and 
others in that colony. 


THE GosPEL THE PowER oF Gop.—A whole village in South 
Africa is reported to have cast away its idols, and professed Christi- 
anity from reading a single Gospel, and a few tracts left there by a 
traveling merchant. 


The town of Ricaldone, in the province of Acyni, Italy, has se- 
ceded from Rome, and its people vote themselves an independent 
church. 


Union.—The Evangelical Menonites of Pennsylvania, with one 
conference, and the United Menonites of Canada, Indiana, Michigan 
and Ohio, with two conferences, have organically united. This is the 
kind of union to be desired, making one denomination less. 


MissIONARY FORCE OVERESTIMATED.—At the late conference of 
the Evangelical Alliance, Prof. Christlieb estimated the number of 
ordained missionaries, sent out and supported by Christendom, among 
the heathen, at 2500. This is moderate, as was also his estimate of 
the number of foreign missionary societies, (seventy.) These he evi- 
dently underestimated, a mistake by no means common. Estimates of 
the number of ordained missionaries have recently appeared, placing it 
as high as 5000. We should not venture to estimate the actual work- 
ing force of ordained missionaries, in the various foreign fields to-day, 
above 2000. Those who make the most careful computations have to 
rely on the annual reports of the various organizations, and these, 
generally if not always, enter the name of every missionary in their 
connection, whether in actual service in the field, or on furlough at 
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home, which unavoidably results in showing a larger working force 
than is the case. To illustrate this point, let us take the Presbyterian 
missions in India. The last report of this board gives the names of 
41 ordained missionaries ; but a count of those on the ground, in the 
Foreign Missionary of March (pp. 386-7) shows only 27—more than 
34 per cent. less than the number in the annual report. If we may 
take this mission as a fair specimen, and by it reduce Prof. Christlieb’s 
2500, we shall find that the actual ordained workers in the mission 
fields are only about 1650. And the expenditure of funds in the 
missions is subject to a like reduction. 


MoNUMENTAL ReEcorps.—At a recent meeting of the Asiatic So- 
ciety, Sir H. C. Rawlinson, K. C. B., President, in the chair, papers 
were read by Sir. H. C. Rawlinson “On the historical value of the 
recently-discovered cylinder of Cyrus the Great,” which he described - 
as about 9 inches in length, with 45 lines of very small cuneiform | 
writing, equivalent to 130 lines of the usual type. ‘This cylinder has 
been much broken, and the commencement is entirely lost. For- 
tunately, however, the most important portion has been preserved 
uninjured. rom this we gain the first clear record of the genealogy 
of Cyrus, and find that it agrees exactly with that given by Heroditus, 
the order being: 1, Achomenes; 2, Teispes; 3, Cyrus; 4, Cambyses ; 
5, Cyrus the Great. The cylinder appears also to trace the origin of 
the Persians to a source not hitherto suspected, while it contains also 
many curious references to the religion then prevalent in Babylon. 

The statue lately found at Gaza is thought to be that of the god 
Marnas, who was worshiped in that town as late as the fifth century 
A.D. ‘The round temple of Marnas is said to have been one of the 
most magnificent in the East. 


MONUMENT PROPOSED TO TYNDALE.—The Ear! of Shaftsbury is 
chairman of a committee enlisted in a movement in England to erect 
a monument to William Tyndale. From the published statement of 
this committee we take the following extract : 


“William Tyndale was born about a. p. 1480, when the English people 
had no Bible in their own language. At an early period of his life he 
resolved to give them this boon; but he was compelled to fly from his 
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native land to prosecute the work. In 1526 his version of the New 
Testament was introduced into England, but it was seized and burned. 
He continued for ten years sending forth fresh editions of this book, 
and translations of various portions of the Old Testament, until, in 
1536, he was treacherously seized, and strangled and burned near 
Brussels, exclaiming with his last breath, “Lord, open the King of 
England’s eyes!” His prayer was answered; the very next year the 
Bible was ordered to be read in English in all our churches. 

“ London, which was the scene of his early efforts at translation, and 
which was the first place in England to Lessa by his work, has no 
monument to Tyndale. 

“The present moment, when the Companies for the Revision of the 
Authorized Version (substantially the version of Tyndale) have nearly 
completed their labors, is thought peculiarly opportune for recalling 
the memory of the greatest of our Bible translators. Amid the con- 
troversies of the day, it is hoped that this movement may exercise a 
uniting influence.” 

As to his resolution to give the Bible to the people of England in 
their own language, some will recall his conversation with a learned 
theologian, in which he uttered the bold words, “ I defy the Pope and 
all his laws, and if God spare my life, I will cause the boy that 
driveth the plough in England to know more of the Scriptures than 
you do.” And yet, after he fled from London to prosecute his work 
of translation unmolested, it is on record that he offered to abandon 
it, and go back to England and submit to any pains and tortures the 
king would desire, if he would only allow the Bible to be translated 
by some other person, and be published and read in England—an 
offer showing how fully he had received into his own soul the teach- 
ings and spirit of the Book he sought to give to his countrymen; and 
the result shows that one man, opposed by king and Pope and people, 
with God on his side, is in the majority. 


VIIL.--CENTRAL AFRICA. 


WE notice that Mr. Thompson, successor of the lamented Keith Johnston, in 
charge of the Royal Geographical Society’s work in Central Africa, reached 
Lake Nyassa in September, and reached the south end of Lake Tanganyika 
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October 28th, occupying just a month in the journey between the two lakes, 
and finding the distance 250 miles, the intervening country being level and 
favorable to roads or a canal. 


The staff of the Blantyre mission of the Church of Scotland consists of Io 
European agents, of whom the Rev. Duff McDonald is the only ordained 
clergyman. About 300 natives have settled around Blantyre, 120 children 
attend its schools, and 50 more are in the school of the new station at Mount 
Zomba. We have seen statements, in several papers, that the natives in the 
vicinity of Blantyre have become hostile to the mission, and one periodical 
says the station ‘‘ has been attacked, with the loss of six lives.’’ As we observe 
no account of this in the Record of the Church of Scotland, we wait for con- 
firmation. 


THE SLAVE TRADE AND COL. GORDON.—So far’ as we are able to see, the 
retirement of Col. Gordon to England leaves this cruel business, so effectively 
checked by his administration, to revive again, with slight obstruction ; and we 
find this apprehension forces itself upon the mind of Rev. C. T. Wilson, mis- 
sionary of the C. M. S. in Uganda, but recently traversing the region between 
Mtesa’s capital and Khartoum. Writing to the London 7Zimes, from the region 
of Bhar el Gharzal, not knowing Col. Gordon had already retired, Mr. Wilson 
Says: | 

‘‘There are thousands of the Arab employés of the old slave-traders still 
scattered through the province, and to remove them will be a work of time. 
But after they are ‘exterminated ’ the country on no account ought to be evac- 
uated. I am not personally acquainted with Col. Gordon, nor do I know what 
his plans about this province may be, but | feel convinced that no right-minded 
Englishmen, who knows the real state of the country and who wishes for its 
prosperity, would suggest such a course, I have, in the last few months, 
traveled through a large part of the Bahr el Ghazal provinces, and have stayed 
in the various zarebas, so that I have had ample opportunities of seeing the 
state of the country, and I am sure that if Col. Gordon evacuates the country 
now or in a short time, it will soon be overrun by the slave-traders. It will be 
impossible to keep them out, and the*’natives are too much weakened and dis- 
organized to resist them without external aid; so that all the chiefs and natives 
who have sided with Gessi Pasha in the late war would he massacred, to a man, 
to revenge the former losses of the slave-dealers.”’ 


PRINCE ALAMAYU.—The expedition of the British forces into Abyssinia a 
few years since, and the fate of its late King Theodore, are still fresh in the 
minds of intelligent observers. Theodore’s young son, Prince Alamayu, was 
taken in charge by Lord Napier, and removed to England with his mother. 
Alamayu was then (1868) a boy of some seven years. The mother soon died, 
and Alamayu was removed to India. After some years he was brought again 
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to England for education. He grew to a stature of some six feet, well propor- 
.. tioned, but the cold, damp climate of England proved injurious, and we grieve 
to learn he has just died of pneumonia, in the nineteenth year of his age. 


- 


THE C. M. S. MISSION IN UGANDA.—Latest accounts from this mission 
leave Mr. Mackay and two other missionaries still at Mtesa’s capital, and hold- 
ing their regular services, though six Jesuits were then there with their openly 
hostile influence, and sixteen more on route from the coast. They brought 
guns and ammunition for Mtesa, just the presents he most covets, and we do 
not wonder Mr. Mackay writes: ‘‘It is with a heavy heart that I think of the 
trouble now begun.’ The direct and unprovoked interference by the Romish 
missionaries, seems a great calamity to this mission ; but it is not for our short- 
sighted vision to grasp the end from the beginning, and the only care of the 
C. M. S. and its missionaries should be to act well and manfully their part in 
the fear and love of God, whatever trials and even discomfitures He may let 

4B» come upon them. The entire past history of Romish missions is fitted to give 
them hope and courage, rather than dismay. The progress of Rev. C. T. 
Wilson, with Mtesa’s chiefs, on route to England, is supposed, by the C. JZ. S. 
Intelligencer, to have brought them, at that date, to Khartoum. It also reports 
Col. Gordon, in England, and the Nile route to Uganda virtually closed. It 
adds : 

“Tt is much to be feared that anarchy and the slave trade will quickly re- 
sume their reign over the vast regions which Col. Gordon’s genius and energy 
had reduced to something like order.” 

From Messrs. Coplestone and Stokes, who left Rubago early after Mtesa’s 
disaffection developed towards the C. M. S. missionaries, favorable accounts 
had been received up to some time in December, leaving the former at Uyui, 
and Mr, Stokes at the coast; also the four missionaries at Mpwapwa well and 

| 4 4 prospering in their work. 


> 


AFRICAN WOMEN. —Sppating of the women in the region of Livingstonia, 
Mr. Riddel says: 

“T may tell you of one woman I know. She was a slave-wife. She had 
offended her husband, and was compelled to drink the poison on a charge of 
witchcraft. This not having the intended effect, she was sold away to a slave- 
dealer from the east. She had a child three years old, and, of course, the hus- 

band kept the child, while the mother was to be separated from it for life. As 
the slave caravan moved on, she anxiously watched, night after night, if hap- 
pily she might find an opportunity to escape. The longed-tor night at length 
arrived. The watchman had fallen asleep.. She managed to loosen her hands 
and set herself free. She at once turned her face toward her home, and walked 
day and night, through the bush, till she came to her former abode. She sprang 
into her house, seized her child, and managed to escape. She made her way 
to Livingstonia, where, I am glad to say, she and her child now live in peace 
and safety.”’ 
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Who can fail to thank God there was a Livingstonia to which she could flee 
and be safe from the cruel slave-dealer and the more cruel husband? 


CABLE TO SOUTH AFRICA.—The work of laying the cable from South Africa, 
via Zanzibar, to Aden, was completed last Christmas day, bringing all South 
Africa into telegraphic communication with London and other parts of the 
civilized world. This cable, between Natal and Aden, is said to be 3838 miles 
long. 


“ The Lord does not have many great men in any one generation, and some 
of these give Him so much trouble that He cannot afford to increase their 
number.”’— Taylor. 


IX.--ANSWER TO THE PRESBYTERIAN FOREIGN BOARD, 
REQUIRED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


PRESENTED TO THE BOARD OCTOBER 3D, 1877. 


[Resumed from Vol. IL., p. 207. ] 


[In resuming this “answer,” we hope our readers will recall the 
portion of it already given in previous numbers of this REVIEW, as 
they are important, and helpful to a ready grasp of the sequence and 
substance of its remaining portions. We should have given the re-— 
maining portions more promptly, but that the foreign board has asked 
to be excused by the General Assembly from further attention to it, 
and having thus declined its further consideration, there seems to be 
no occasion for haste, though we still regard it necessary to furnish the 
board with a full copy of the answer, and trust it will be found sug- 
gestive and useful to all similar boards and committees. ] 


“ Speaking the truth in love.”—pi. iv. 15. 


The fourth proposition of my paper is: 

LV. Moved, that tt is not competent for our foreign board to commit 
umportant business, with power, to persons outside of tts own body. 

1. You are aware, dear brethren, that your executive officers are in 
no sense members of your board—not even ex-officio members. They 
were ex-officio members till the New York Legislature passed its act 
of March 12th, 1872, prohibiting compensation to any and all mem- 
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bers of a board of trust. On the passage of that act, you voted that 
your executive officers be no longer ex-officio members of your board, 
and got General Assembly to approve your action in this case. (See 
Minutes of General Assembly, 1872, pp. 42 and 43.) 

2. You will also admit that you have intrusted the administration 
of the board to these executive officers quite as much since they ceased 
to be ex-officio members as you ever did before. On this point see 


your vote of January 5th, 1874, (page 334 of your minutes,) directing _ 


your officers to first confer with each other, and agree upon the action 
to be taken, before bringing the case to you, thus placing important 
business and issues almost wholly in their hands; and in that same 
vote you decide that all business requiring haste be referred, with power, 
to three—a number less than your quorum. 

In your minutes of March 2d, 1874, page 348, you instruct your 
officers—in no sense members of your board—to determine the salary 
of missionary widowers—a function as important and vital to the right 
administration of your trust as any involved in it. 

January 10th, 1876, (page 421 of your minutes,) you trust one 
officer alone to decide to pay, or not to pay, a sum of money. 

February 28th, 1876, (page 426 of your minutes,) you commit to 
your officers—none of them members of your board—the question of 
purchasing a boat. | 

Now, in view of the fact that you feel unable to give the time neces- 
sary to understand and transact the business of the board yourselves ; 
that in the year from May Ist, 1875, to April 30th, 1876, seven 
members of your board attended less than half your meetings; that 


two attended only eleven meetings out of the whole twenty-three ; that. 


another member attended only nine meetings, another seven, another 
only five, another. only two, and another none at all; in view of 
the fact that you require your officers to confer together and decide 
on the action to be taken, before they bring the case to you, and that 
in repeated instances you let them take final action with no previous 
investigation and no subsequent revision by you, let me ask, with all 
due respect, (1) Do you not violate the spirit and plain intent of the 
New York legislative act’ forbidding those administering a trust to 
receive any compensation for so doing? Are you not, by that act, 
prohibited as strictly from administering your trust by persons outside 
of your board, to whom you do give salaries, as you are from receiving 
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salaries yourselves? Whatever it be in said act which led you to re- 
move your officers from membership, in order to continue their salaries, 
do you not violate the law as much certainly by administering your 
trust through them, after removal, as you would have done by admin- 
istering it through them without removal? Do you really show any 
less contempt for the law by removing your officers from the board in 
deference to it, and then administering your trust by them, than you 
would have shown had you retained them in the board, adininiotering 
the same trust by them, and giving them the same compensation as 
now? 
The language of said act of March 12th, 1872, is stringent, viz. : 


‘Nor shall any salary or compensation whatever be voted or allowed 
by the trustees or directors of any institution organized for charitable 
or benevolent purposes, to any trustee or director of said institution, 
for services either as trustee or director, or in any other capacity.” 


If this does not wholly exclude the legality of administering your 
trust by salaried agents, either inside or outside of your board, then I 
submit the act is utterly futile. 

Again, (2) you are not only under the law of the state, but also under 
the law of the church. The very first article of your board’s constitu- 
tion declares that the General Assembly will superintend and conduct, 
by its own proper authority, the work of foreign missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, by a board appointed for that purpose, and directly 
amenable to the said assembly. 

I respectfully submit, that in sna tiaitiies your trust, as you do, 
by your officers, you violate this article of your constitution. Your 
officers are not appointed by General Assembly, nor are they directly 
amenable to it. They are appointed by you; and if amenable to Gen- 
eral Assembly at all, it is remotely, endirectly, and only through you. 
The whole church has reason to complain and remonstrate against this 
violation of the explicit stipulations of your constitution, as made and 
adopted by General Assembly itself. The result of your present ma- 
chinery is patent to every thoughtful and observing mind. The actual 
power is in the hands of your officers, who have no relation or re- 
sponsibility to General Assembly. You are responsible to General 
Assembly, nominally, but know well that you are in no danger of ever 
being held to your responsibility. Happen whatever may in your ad- 
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ministration, even if the Treasurer you appoint should prove a de- 
faulter, you need have little fear of being held to account for any loss 
or maladministration. | 

Why this divorce of power and responsibility? What good end can 
it possibly serve? Why should not the men who exercise the power 
be directly responsible to the source of that power? In true love to 
you and to this work of God among the heathen, let me submit it to 
your own consciences, dear brethren, Are not you, the foreign board, 
on the one hand a blind to the churches, leading them to suppose you, 
good men, do what you do not do in your own persons and characters, 
thus quieting fears and preventing churches from carefully examining 
the doings of the officers as they would otherwise feel to be incumbent; 
and on the other hand are you not a screen to your officers, weakening 
the wholesome sense of responsibility which would. be inevitable in 
their case if they were appointed by, and held directly amenable to, 
General Assembly ? 

Lhe ability of your officers to bring you readily to their own views 
is apparent, not only from the fact of your inability or unwillingness 
to give the time necessary to investigate and decide business yourselves, 
but also from your requiring them to investigate and agree what shall 
be done in each case before bringing it to you, and from your com- 
mitting to them cases, with power, previous to investigation ? 

It is also evident that your officers are well pleased with the privi- 
lege and power you accord to them: for they plead for your retention 
in the board year after year, and resist all attempts of standing com- 
mittees to change you and introduce new members into your body, with 
an earnestness and persistence which at first greatly surprised me. As 
one of the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions, in 1876, I pro- 
posed that the five time-expired members of your board should be 
allowed to retire, and five new members should be nominated. Your 
senior Secretary, Bro. Lowrie, came before the committee and plead 
for their retention, and with an earnestness and importunity that de- 
feated my proposal—a defeat to be desired had it resulted from solid 
and sufficient arguments, but only to be regretted when resulting from 
sheer importunity on the one side, and misapprehension or indifference 
to the vital interests involved, on the other. I might recall some of your 
Secretary’s arguments, as that your five out-going (time-expired) mem- 
bers “knew the ropes, and weré much more useful to the officers than 
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new men would be ”—reasoning just as satisfactory in this case as would 
be like reasoning by an appointee of the President or national congress 
for keeping in office those on whom his re-appointment depended, by 
constantly renewing their periods of service; and reasoning which 
some will regard as evidence that your officers feared new men might 
not be so ready to accord absolute power without themselves under- 
standing the manner of its use, the cases adjudicated, and the grounds 
of action. One of your number has resigned three or four times, and 
yet you still refuse to accept his resignation. ‘Though your constitu- 
tion provides for the retirement of five of your members every year, 
which would have allowed the introduction of thirty-five new members 
in the seven years since your appointment, thus dividing the burdens 
of this work, and extending far more widely the deeper personal 
interest accruing from such service; yet only five new members have 
been admitted in this whole period, and these five in place of those 
wholly refusing to serve. And though the old usage, of thirty-five 
years’ standing, requires that the Moderator of General Assembly ap- 
point a nominating committee for the nomination of all such members, 
and that, even when nominated, the members shall be elected by ballot 
of General Assembly, yet your votes of June 3d, 1873; June 7th, 
1875, and April 24th, 1876, show that you yourselves have taken this 
business into your own hands: have renominated your five time- 
expired members every time, and in this last instance, (April 24th, 
1876,) renominated the five, one of whom had attended only five meet- 
ings out of the twenty-three of the year, another of whom had attended 
only two meetings, and another had attended none at all—thus show- 
ing, on your part, a rare appreciation of non-attending, useless mem- 
bers. I submit to your own better judgments, brethren, to decide 
what must be the significance of these facts to every thoughtful, 
prayerful friend of missions interested in the work of your board. 

As to this embodiment, by General Assembly, of irresponsible power 
in your board, and your transfer of this power to your officers, and the 
consequent risk of failure to fix the responsibility of action, however 
mistaken, unjust or injurious, on either yourselves or your officers, 
let us suppose a case like many which have actually occurred in the 
history of your own board, and of some other foreign boards also. A 
pastor of one of the home churches, or a missionary from the foreign 

field, has become impressed with a conyiction that your action, or 
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rather your officers’ action in the name of your board, say in the use or 


misuse of a sum of money, the treatment of a particular mission, or 
the recall of some missionary, is based on misapprehension or error, 
and hence is injurious and unjust to himself or friends, or perchance to 
both. Under such impression he seeks an interview with you at some 
regular meeting of your board, and is told by your officers that so 
many weighty matters are to engross you at that particular meeting 
that you cannot possibly give him a hearing: He respectfully asks 
the officers to name a time when the board will give him a hearing. 
The ready reply is, “ We will refer your request to the board, and if 
a time can be appointed we will give you due notice.” He waits, as 
patiently as a man can in such circumstances, with such a matter press- 
ing on his mind and heart. Weeks, months, pass away. He hears 
nothing from you or your officers, and at length makes another long 
and expensive journey to your headquarters, and calls again on your 
Secrétaries, but only to hear a profusion of apologies, and how every 
meeting has found your board so pressed with weighty matters, that 
you could not possibly give time to his case. When the same pro- 
posal has been repeated ; as many more months have elapsed, and hope 
deferred has made his heart sick, he resolves to visit vou singly —in 
your homes, or places of business, or wherever he can find you. He 
feels it to be a most unwelcome duty, but regards it as his only way 
to bring to your knowledge the real facts of the case, so misjudged, as 
_ he views it; and every feeling of confidence he has in your Christian 


integrity prompts him to overcome his reluctance and make the effort. — 


Day after day, he conscientiously renews and prosecutes his efforts, 
calling again and again, till he finds in turn every member of your 
board, and seeks to present the facts of the case, and his view of them, 
in friendly conversation. Such calls may be, and doubtless are, met 
differently by different foreign boards. Do you refuse to hear or speak 
any words with such pastor or missionary on the subject he wishes to 
discuss with you, in such cases? I know of one board in this country 
—there may be more, though I hope not —whose executive committee 
adopt precisely this course—allow no words on the merits of the case, 
by either party, however great the trouble, expense and loss of time 
by the applicant seeking them. I will assume that you are kinder, 
and listen to his statements ; and that you find4hat you had not prop- 
erly understood the case; and that in your kindling sympathy you 
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feel constrained to admit to him that you were absent from the, meet- 
ing of the board when the case was considered, or that a pressure of 
other duty rendered it impossible for you to investigate it, and you 
trusted it to the Secretaries and the other members of the board. You 
will of course be very sorry if the case was not properly understood, 
and will very likely tell the dear brother that the Secretaries must 
know all about it, and he had better go to them. And after the weary 
days thus spent in obtaining these personal interviews with each one 
of you, without a particle of satisfaction, and only with an enhanced 
sense of injustice from finding you quite ignorant of the real facts and 
merits of the case, suppose he goes again to the Secretaries, as advised. 
Have not they already decided the case just as is right in their eyes, 
and secured for their decision your approval and full authority, sealing 
it with your formal and recorded vote, even though there may have 
been but a bare quorum of four present when the vote was taken, and 
these four had never looked into the case at all, but trusted it wholly 
to the Secretaries? And have such Secretaries time or disposition to 
listen to such a brother in a case already disposed of? And if they do 
listen, do they wish to see things as he does? And if they find his 


views, facts and statements conflict ever so much with their decision, 


are they going to acknowledge responsibility for the act complained 
of? Are they not prudent men, discreet enough to repudiate all 
responsibility, and even to say, “‘ We can do nothing for you, brother ; 
you know we are not members of the board. We are not allowed to 


vote in any case—only mere clerks to correspond and record the votes 


of the board. We have no power at all.” ‘They'may even dismiss 
the brother with a gracious smile, a gentle pressure of the hand, and 
a kind of Secretary-sympathy. But the brother—what will be his 
feelings as he turns away? After all the trouble, time and expense of 
obtaining such interviews, where shall he go to find the actors respon- 


sible for the act which he knows, in his own soul, has done him (or his 


friends, as the case may be,) cruel injustice? Shall he carry the case 
to presbytery? What presbytery will take up such a case against the 
influence, power and prestige of this foreign board and its Secretaries ? 
Do not most of our pastors and church members identify you and the 
cause of foreign missions to such an extent as to regard anything said 


to your discredit, even as to the mistakes of your management, as 


spoken against this sacred cause itself? Should any members of a 
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presbytery become entirely convinced that a grave wrong had been 


. done by your action in the case, would they not be likely to fear this 


cause of missions would suffer so much in the attempt to right the 
wrong that it had better be endured in silence? And if this view 
should not deter them, would they not bear in mind that you have two 


organs—T'he Foreign Missionary and Monthly Record—besides annual 


reports and circulars ad libitum, in which to print, explain and fortify 
your own views, and this, too, at the expense of the churches; and 
that the editors of our church papers, also, are most of them eager to 
defend you and justify your views and doings against all comers? 
Where can such a brother turn for help in any efforts to obtain redress? 
Shall he follow the advice of your senior Secretary, and try, in anxious 
trepidation, to get a hearing before General Assembly, there to find a 
score or two of Secretaries and their friends rise up against him, and, 
even after he has carried the cool judgment of the Assembly so far as to 
secure the appointment of a special committee to investigate the case, 
manage, in the haste of adjournment, to reconsider the Assembly’s 


action and relegate him to you—the very body who, in the manner 


described above, perpetrated the wrong for which he seeks redress— 
thus placing him wholly in your power, without so much as requiring 
you to re-investigate and report to Assembly? Is it not hard enough 
for a man, who has no personal grievance, to bear such. treatment, and 


must it not be more crushing still for one who has such grievance? 


This work of foreign missions is too sacred to be imperiled by this 
constant divorce of power and responsibility; and I entreat you, 
brethren of this foreign board, as you value the honor of your board 
and church, and as you love the souls of the heathen, do yourselves the 


work entrusted to you, or resign, and thus cease to blind the eyes of 


those who entrust it to you; and no longer place such irresponsible 
power in the hands of your Secretaries. If your executive officers are 
to administer this trust, let them do it according to the laws of the 
~ state; and by becoming appointees of General Assembly, and ‘directly 


amenable to General Assembly,’ let them do it also according to the 


law of the church.” els 
| [TO BE CONTINUED. | 


[Our readers will notice that, in the first part of this article, we 
have referred to particular votes of the board, recorded in its minutes, 


| | 
4 
& 
4 
a” 
} 
= 
ip 
i 


224 Answer to the Presbyterian Foreign Board. 


[May, 


as specific data showing the usage of the board to administer its trust 


its-officers, who are-not- members of it. With the said minutes _ 


before us, it would be easy to multiply these specific data many fold. 
It is not difficult to see how Secretaries, so constantly entrusted with 
the board’s power and authority, soon come to feel that they alone un- 
derstand the cases which require action; that the members of the 
board are not willing to take the time necessary to investigate and un- 
derstand them, and prefer to trust to the knowledge and judgment of 
said Secretaries; and that hence they (the Secretaries) fall into the 
habit of exercising the power in anticipation, and in full confidence 
that the board will not differ or dissent from their action. And hence 
also it is easy to see, on the other hand, that the board, having long 
entrusted its power and authority to its officers, comes into such a rela- 
tion to them that it cannot properly or safely call them to account for 
any mistake they may make. Is it not from this standpoint, and only 
from this, that we can understand how a Secretary of this board came 
to write such a letter to one of its missionaries in Japan that he re- 
signed his connection with the board, so aggrieved that no subsequent 
pacificatory efforts of the board could recover him? ‘That this same 
Secretary sent out and recommended to all its missions an ecclesiastical 
scheme for foreign synods and presbyteries before he submitted it to 
the board, or spoke of it to more than one member? A scheme, too, 
so ill-digested and unsuitable that it has taken General Assembly two 
years to reconsider and modify it, and eliminate its more objectionable 
features. And may we not, from these data and this usage of the 
board, gain some apprehension of the way: in which such an unhappy 
event became possible as the loss of $50,000 by Messrs. Stuart & Co.? 
Had this board been accustomed to recognize and feel its responsibility 
to the Assembly and churches for the acts of its officers, would it not 
have watched and controlled the use of its funds? Would it not have 
known, twice a month at least, the amount of its obligations, the 


number and value of all bills afloat, and the advances kept in the 


hands of the English agent? If it can be said that the board did 
know these things, and still approved the risk involved in such large 


advances, then let the board accept the results of the risk and make 


good the loss to the churches and to this sacred work of winning the 
heathen to Christ. 


But the loss to the church and to this sacred cause by the present 
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unsatisfactory administration, is not to be measured by the loss and 
unwise appropriation of money only. ‘The same lack of investigation 
and intelligent understanding on the part of the board, and the same _ 
. exercise of irresponsible and partisan power by one or two officers out- 
side of the board, extend to the personal interests, for weal or for woe, 
of each and all the hundreds of missionaries and subordinate workers ; 
to all that is implied by mission policy ; to the schools and every de- 
partment of work, and to each and all the sacred, spiritual interests 
involved in this undertaking of the church to evangelize the world. 
We submit to all candid readers that this fourth proposition is alto- 
gether proper and needful, and should be promptly adopted by the 
Presbyterian General Assembly and all other ecclesiastical bodies whose 
foreign boards or committees have adopted such a loose and unsatis- 
factory process of administration. | | 


X.--FOR THE CHILDREN. 
ADJAI, THE SLAVE BOY. 


As your page was crowded out of the last REview, I give you a 
longer story this time, my dear children, and a story which every one 
of you will be sure to read. 

Adjai was once a little fellow, smaller than any one of you who 

‘a read this story ; and besides, he was black—very black. Do you ask 
why he was black? I need not tell you why, only the fact that he 
was born in Africa, in the village of Oshugun. You can’t find the 
name of his village on your maps, but you can find the “ Bight of 
Benin,” I think, and Adjai’s village was about one hundred miles 
from that, back inland. 

As nearly as can be ascertained, Adjai was born in 1810. He had 
a father and mother, a brother, two little sisters and a cousin, and 
these seven lived quietly in their little home in Oshugun. But israel 
Adjai was eleven years old (in 1821) a party of wicked men came’ 
suddenly, early one morning, to destroy the village and catch the poor 
people and make them slaves. Adjai’s father seized his weapons and 
tried to protect his family, but the. wicked people killed him and — 
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burned the village, and took little Adjai, his mother, two sisters, brother, 
cousin, and all the villagers not killed, and made them their slaves, 
The chief of the party took Adjai and his sisters, while his mother, 
brother and cousin were taken by others. Before night the chief sold 
Adjai for a horse, but not liking the horse he broke up the trade, and 
so for a time the mother and children were kept near each other, 
though the slaves of different persons. In a few months the chief sold 
him to a Musselman woman, and he had so great fear that she would 
sell him to the Portuguese slave-traders, that he tried to strangle him- 
self with his belt; and not succeeding in this, he grew sickly and 
puny, and his mistress sold him for a little rum and tobacco. The 
man who bought him took him and a lot of other boys he had got, to 
Lagos, to the white men he so terribly dreaded. Here for months 
they were all treated with great cruelty. Their owner fastened iron 
fetters on their necks, and, putting a long iron chain through the 
fetters, dragged them from one market to another, to sell them to the 
white men. At length he sold them, and one dark night the whole 
gang, one hundred and eighty-five of them, were hauled down to the 
ocean and stowed away in the ‘hold of a slave-ship; and the next day 
and night they suffered much from their fetters and sickness, no one 
giving them food or caring for them. But the second day out, a 
British cruiser, sent to break up this wicked slave-trade, espied this 
Portuguese slave-ship, gave chase and caught her, liberated all the 
poor slaves, and took them to Freetown. Here Adjai and some of the 
other poor boys were put in the mission school of Mr. and Mrs. Weeks. 
Adjai was now far from his mother and sisters, and often felt sad ; but 
he was quick to learn: in three days he mastered his letters, and in 
six months could read the New Testament. In the same school was 
a little girl, and on getting acquainted with her, Adjai found she had 
been captured from the same region as he, and belonged to the same 
tribe, and she had been liberated and brought to this mission-school 


much in the same way. Her name was Asano. What wonder they 


became a little intimate. 

Growing more intelligent every day; hearing about Christ and 
reading the Bible, Adjai soon came to believe in Jesus, and in 1825, 
when fifteen years old, he was baptized, and soon after that he was | 
sent to England to study ; but the mission having decided to get up a 
Bible-school in Sierra Leone, to train young Africans to be ministers, 
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Adjai came back, and was the first student in that school. In 1829, 
well-educated and grown to be a young man, he thought it well to get 
married, and whom should he choose but the little slave girl, Asano, 
of his own tribe, now a graceful young woman, well educated in the 
- mission-school? After they were married he remained as school- 
master in the service of the missionary, Mr. Weeks, till, in 1841, the 
British government sent out an expedition to explore the river Niger, 
and stop the slave-trade there. Adjai was selected to go with this ex- 
pedition. Nearly all the Europeans engaged in this work died from 
malarial fevers, but Adjai lived, and was so impressed with the country 
and the people, and the need of mission work among them, that he 
resolved to give his life to this work. To fit him better for it, he was 
sent again to England, to the missionary college at Islington. Having 
studied well here, he was ordained by the Bishop of London, and went 
back to Africa in 1843. At Badagerry he used to preach under a 
large tree. After preaching here one day, he learned that a fresh gang 
of slaves had just been brought here from the interior, and he soon 
found among them his own uncle, whom he ransomed for about $51. 
This uncle told him his mother was still alive, at a village not very 
far away, and, going to the village, he sent a man to find and bring 
her. The poor woman at first would not believe her son, lost for more 
than twenty-two years, had now come to find her, but he went to see, 
and, sure enough, it was her own Adjai. 

N ot long after this, his brother, two sisters and their four children 
were brought to his station in a slave-gang, and he ransomed them all. 
Among his first converts, in his station at Abeokuta, was his own 
mother, Afala, whom he baptized, and also her four little grand- 
children on the same day. Abeokuta is said to have 150,000 to 
200,000 people. Adjai came here to live and preach in 1845. In 
1861, when Mr. Burton visited it, there were some 1500 Christians ; 
and for some years the work continued to prosper. But in 1867 the 
wicked chiefs and people began a terrible persecution ; compelled the 
white missionaries to leave, and told the native Christians they must 
deny Christ or leave, or be killed. A great many of these Christians 
left with the missionaries, and went to Lagos, giving up their homes 
and losing everything rather than give up their faith in Christ. They 
finally settled in a little village called Ebuta Metta, not very far from 


Lagos, and one of the missionaries, Rev. V. Faulkner, stayed there 


~ 


- 


€ 


» 


> 


. 


AS 
Ow 


= 


-_ 


| 
% 
- 
| 
4 « 
4 


228 For the Children. - [May, 


with them, teaching and preaching, and now they have become a large 
and growing church. of intelligent and worthy Christians. They -are- 
still very poor, but work: hard, till the land, and get food from the 
crops they grow; and poor as they are, they give more to support the 
preaching and mission work than some who are much better able to 
give. Last year they gave $850. 

Adijai was the first ordained native minister in Western Africa. He 
translated the prayer-book and portions of the Bible into several native 
languages ; made many expeditions up the Niger, founding new mis- 
- sion stations; and the Lord so blessed and prospered his work that in 
1864 the Church Missionary Society called him again to England. 
The Queen, Victoria, invited him and Asano, his wife, to come and 
see her; the Oxford University made him a doctor of divinity, and 
the Bishops of England consecrated him first “African Bishop of the 
Niger.” 

Would you like to have a look at Adjai after he became Bishop ? 
Here he is, on the opposite page, in his preaching dress. 

You will notice he is not called Adjai. ‘The reason of this is, that 
when he was baptized the missionaries gave him ‘another name: not 
because they disliked “Adjai,” but they wanted he should have the 
name of a very warm friend of African missions, who lived in Eng- 
land, so they called him Samuel Crowther; and now when you read 
about him and his work in the C. M. S. Intelligencer, or other papers 
or books, you will see he is called Bishop Crowther, but you will 
always remember that he was once the little slave boy, Adjai; and 
you may be glad to know he still lives, preaching and working in all 
that region of the Niger, trying to enlighten his superstitious country- 
men and win them to Christ. Three years ago, King Ockiya became 
so impressed by the truth that he gave all his idol-gods to the bishop, 
and he sent them to the mission-house in London; and this is only 
one of the many kings and chiefs who have come to know the Gospel, 
and give up their idols and heathen superstitions, by the preaching and | 
work of Adjai and the Christian Africans who are helping him. In 
1875 I met a young African brother in Jerusalem. His name was 
Henry Johnson. He was already a good scholar, but was perfecting 
his knowledge of Arabic to go back and work more effectively in 
Africa. He has gone back, I see, and is now helping Bishop Crowther, 
having become’ his archdeacon on the upper Niger. In a letter written 
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about the progress of the work there, Archdeacon Johnson speaks of 
educated and civilized habits, manners and ways of those who, a 
few years ago, were cruel savages and cannibals. He describes the 
large and beautiful house of a chief whose name is Samuel Sambo. 
He says very few European houses are better furnished, with beautiful 
pictures, time-pieces, carpets, &c., and after describing one room, with 
it tables and seats, he writes: | 


“This was the prayer-room where, morning and evening, the good © 


chief gathers his vast household for worship. Nine short years ago, 
this man was full of idolatry and superstition. He was of a cannibal 
tribe, and may have eaten human flesh; but now he is a Christian, 
trying to teach and win others to Christ.” 


Some two years ago, the friends of this mission, in England, built a 
small steamer, costing about $22,500, and sent it to Bishop Crowther, 
to enable him to visit the different stations where he has established 
missions. ‘They called the steamer the Henry Venn, in memory of a 
good Secretary of the society, who served it thirty or forty years, never 
taking any salary. ‘There are now about a dozen mission stations in 
this Niger mission, with as many African clergymen, and about one 
thousand native Christians. 

Let me end this story now, my dear children; by asking you three 
questions : 

1. How old is Adjai now? 

2. What better, nobler, holier work can any boy find to do in this 
world than that which Adjai is doing ? 

3. If Adjai, the poor slave boy, could, with God’s help, fit himself 
for this work, and do it so well, is there any boy among you who can’t 
do so, too, if he has a heart for it? 


XI.--BOOK AND LITERARY NOTICES. 


MISSIONARY SKETCHES: a concise history of the work of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union. By S. F. Smith, D. D. W. G. Corthell, Sone. 
Mass. 

This volume gives a condensed history of each foreign mission of the union, 
separately, from its origin to 1879. Dr. Ddollinger affirms, and not without 
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reason, that ‘‘ the progress among the Karens of Burma has exceeded that of 


any other mission.’ The story is here told in words which no Christian can, 


read without quickened zeal, faith and love, and a more profound conviction 
that God’s hand is in this work of missions, and that He means this world shall 
be evangelized through the Gospel taught by earnest, self-denying, consecrated 
men andwomen. There are pages of surpassing interest—like the account of 
Boardman’s death just after the baptism of thirty-four Karens, while being car- 
ried back to his house, having just exclaimed, ‘‘ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation,’’-—page 47. We are 
glad to see becoming reference—altogether incidental, and necessary to the 
completeness of the narration—to elements of the mission work in Burma 
which may be profitably studied in some other foreign missions. One is the 
early and effective training of the converts to voluntary Christian work, self- 
support and independence. Thus we read: ‘‘ Fourteen men and two women 
volunteered to work among the heathen; and it was voted [by the native 
churches] to send the pastors of the churches from one to three months on this 
service, |among the heathen] the churches meantime continuing their support.”’ 
—page 51. An example worthy of imitation in Christendom, with a variation 
of time adapted to the distance, 

Not less valuable is the experience recorded on page 48—the failure of the 
attempt to establish a Christian village, resulting in adopting the “‘ divine plan”’ 
to scatter Christians in this world, that their light may shine more widely. One 
lesson from this volume is that every branch of Christ’s church may derive im- 
mense benefit from knowing what each and all other branches of the church 
are doing in this work of foreign missions. 


HISTORICAL SKETCHES OF WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETIES IN AMERICA 


AND ENGLAND. Contents: Introduction; Woman's Baptist Missionary Society ; 


Woman’s Baptist Missionary Society of the West; Free Baptist Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society ; The Woman’s Board of Missions (Congregational) ; Woman’s 
Board of Missions of the Interior; Society for Promoting Female Education in 
the East (Church of England); Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions (Dutch 
Reformed); Woman’s Missionary Society (Lutheran); Female Missionary 
Society (Methodist Episcopal) ; Ladies’ China Missionary Society (Methodist 
Episcopal); Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society (Methodist Episcopal) ; 
Woman’s Missionary Society of the Pacific Coast (Methodist Episcopal) ; 
Woman’s Missionary Society (Methodist Episcopal); The Ladies’ Wesleyan 
Missionary Association—South (Wesleyan Methodist); Woman's Missionary 
Society (Methodist Protestant); Ladies’ Board of Missions (Presbyterian) ; 
Woman's Foreign Missionary Society (Presbyterian) ; Woman's Presbyterian 
Board of Missions ; Woman's Board of Missions of the Pacific (Presbyterian) ; 
Woman's Missionary Society (United Brethren) ; Woman’s Union Missionary 
Society ; Summary of Statistics; Periodicals of Woman's Missionary Societies ; 
Map of Missionary Stations in China and Japan. By mail, 75 cent. Address 
Mrs. L. H. Daggett, 287 Bunker. Hill street, Boston, Mass. 
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Each article in this volume has been prepared by some one connected with 
‘the society treated of, and the whole volume “gratefully and lovingly dedicated 
to Mrs. Sarah R. Doremusand Sarah J. Hale,’’ widely known for their interest 


and efforts in behalf of heathen women. 
desired,” both as a record of the past and an inspiration for the future. 


The volume is one “greatly to be 


The 


work seems to have been well and ably executed, and a thoughtful perusal is 


the only commendation it needs. 


Some idea of its admirable introduction, 


by Miss Isabel Hart, may be gained from its closing sentence: ‘‘ Christian 
women of all ranks and denominations, let us join hands in one endeavor, with 


one thought, one prayer, one motto— Zhe women of all lands for Fesus !”’ 


AFRICA: A QUARTERLY JOURNAL. 


Major Malan, the editor of this journal, 


aims to awaken interest and obtain help, especially for the Native African 
Missions Aid Association, of which he is the founder. 
only missionary notices, but all progress in exploration and general material 
interests. 


His periodical gives not 


THE MISSIONARY VISITOR, is the organ of the United Brethren Missionary 
It is a four-page, illustrated, semi-monthly paper, well and ably con- 
ducted in the interest of missions, with special regard to the children and 


Society. 


youth. 


It has already entered on its fifteenth volume. 


XII.-ECHOES. 


It is published at Day- 
ton, Ohio, Rev. D. K. Flickinger, Corresponding Secretary, being editor. 


‘“‘T consider THE MISSIONARY REVIEW invaluable.” C. D. D., Dec. 
25th, 1870. 


“The January number, just received, is capital. May it continue to prosper.” 
—A.R.R., Fan. 2d, 1880. | 


‘Your REVIEw is a most valuable publication. 


For many years as a pastor 


I desired and needed something of the kind, but was unable to obtain it. It 
must prove a vast help to pastors in conducting missionary meetings and pro- 


moting missionary interest and spirit among the churches. 


A pastor needs to 


look beyond the bounds of his own denomination. ‘The field is the world,’ 


and the pastor needs to know what is being done in it. 


‘‘T approve in the main of your position as to reduction of expenses in the 


conduct of our societies. 
consistent with efficiency. 


They should be brought to the lowest point possible 
In the collection of funds the reliance should be 


mainly on pastors. They should feel themselves charged with this important 
_work., [am a District Secretary, and in the field of my supervision, embracing 
one thousand churches, if the pastors would attend to this work of raising funds 


themselves, my occupation would be gone,” &c.—C. P. S., Fanuary roth, 1880. 


4 
| 
i} 
| | 
i | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i} 
| 
| Hi 
| 
/ 
| 
it 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
‘ | 
| 
| 
|| 
| 
| \ 4 
| 
Bian. 
Bing 
| 
Bima 
‘ 
| 


1880.] Echoes. 233 


This frank statement should be better than our views or arguments on this 
important point. If District Secr2taries see this point so clearly themselves, 4 
surely the boards and pastors must soon recognize the full responsibility of Pi 
pastors to lead and influence their churches on this as on all other matters of vy 
Christian duty. Why not as proper for the church to appoint and pay agents i 
to supplement the work of pastors in teaching Christian duty in regard to amuse- 
ments, family government, the proper training of children, the ordinance of 
baptism, the communion service, or any other Christian ordinance, doctrine or 
practice, as on this one of obeying this most plain and positive command of 
our Saviour—‘“‘ Go teach all nations ?”’ 


‘Inclosed please find $2 as my subscription to your excellent publication for 
1880. I am glad to see the REVIEW keep up its standard of excellence, with 
manifest increase. It must be exerting a great and good influence upon all 
missionary interests, The article on ‘How Shall We Send Money to Foreign 
Missions ?’ is very good—just the kind most needed. There should be some 
such article in every number till the financial management of all our mission- 
ary societies is as nearly perfect as possible. When I am asked to contribute 
to the foreign or home missionary cause, the consideration that part of the 
money I contribute may be wasted, or extravagantly expended in high salaries 
or some other way, often checks my impulses and makes me hesitate; and I 
know others share my feelings. The funds of all societies are liable to con- 
siderable waste, in various ways ; and, in my judgment, nothing could be more 
effective in checking the evil than an alert, vigorous, fearless, though just and 
discriminating journal, which should address itself particularly to this matter. 
Some will doubtless fear that such articles will prevent or lessen subscriptions 
to the cause through organized societies. This fear, even if realized in part, 
can never justify one in refusing to expose a known evil in administration ; 
while the vety fact that a sharp pen was after the societies would not only make 
them more careful, but would tend greatly to quiet the fears of contributors, by 
assuring them that all losses in financial management were being brought to 
light and held up to deserved reprobation. In this way such articles become 
the most effective means, not for diminishing, but for largely increasing, con- 
tributions to every good and well-managed organization. But of course you 
have thought of all these things.”’—A. A. Fan. 20th, 188o. 

Yes, we thought long, earnestly and prayerfully over this whole matter, 
before ,we ventured one word of criticism on our missionary organizations, 
and but for our profound and abiding conviction in precise accord with the 
above utterance of this intelligent and thoughtful Christian layman, we should 
never have uttered one such word. We are thankful to God that the most 
intelligent and generous givers, those who give with a purpose, and pray and 
look to see that purpose accomplished, are so readily grasping the vital issues 
involved in such articles on the conduct of benevolent missionary organiza- 
tions, The Lord hasten the time when such cruel losses as the $80,000 of the 
Massachusetts Home Missionary Society and the $50,000 of the Presbyterian 
Foreign Board shall no longer rouse the fears and check the liberality of 
Christian givers. 
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“T thank you, and so should all lovers of missions, for your articles on ‘ How 
Shall We Send Money to Foreign Missions?’ God will use them for great good.” 
—An Aged Missionary of Some Thirty Years’ Service. 


‘‘One of the latest and largest collections of missionary news.”— 7 he United 
Presbyterian. 


‘THE MISSIONARY REVIEW, published at Princeton, N. J., is a work of great 
value, and we wish it were largely in circulation among our people. 
$1.50 a year, in advance.’’— 7 he Sabbath Recerder. 


Terms, 


‘THE MISSIONARY REviEW.—The above is the name of a very valuable 
monthly published at Princeton, N. J. It presents a clear view of the foreign 
work done by all the different churches, boards and societies, giving a kind 
and an amount of information which cannot be found in any one other pub- 
lication. In the number before us, under the heading, ‘ Progress of Foreign 
Missions in 1878-79,’ it gives the force and work done by nineteen different 
denominations in America. We here give as a sample the part devoted to our 


own church. In this extract will be seen some timely suggestions.’’ —J/sszon- 
ary Record. 


‘“T like your REVIEW more and more, and I pray that God may continue to 
give you wisdom and grace to speak the truth with all boldness, meekness and 
love ; that he will greatly increase its circulation, and not suffer you to be over- 
burdened by the labor and expense of it. I know of no work more important 
to the cause of missions than that you are doing by your REVIEW. If the prin- 
ciples you are advocating come to be generally adopted, there will be not only 
a vast increase of contributions for both foreign and home work, and a cor- 
responding increase of the number of missionaries, but a great improvement in 


the guality of the missionaries and of the contributions, and, more important 


than either, a great increase of watching, persevering prayer for the mission- 
aries and the churches they gather.”’"—G. WV., Dec. 24th, 18709. 


- “T have become very much interested in the REVIEW, and heartily wish it 
success.’ —H. W. F., Fan. 2d, 188o. 


“THE MISSIONARY REVIEW.—By the kindness of a thoughtful friend we 
have been permitted to examine several numbers of this excellent bi-monthly 


magazine, established last year, and desire to call the attention of our readers 


to it. Pastors and all persons interested in missions will find it full of interest- 


ing matter. The subscription price is $1.50 per year. Rev. R. G. Wilder, 
Princeton, N. J."—Zhe Morning Star. 


‘“‘ The first article in THE MISSIONARY REVIEW of January- ae 1880, is 
worth, fo me, the full year’s subscription. I do not know where else I could 


get such a complete knowledge of the whole field, and what all the churches 
are doing.”—[Rev.] V. S. 
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